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DVERTISING is a powerful instrument in raising 

the standards of business practise and thought. 

The extensive advertiser to-day realizes that his 

product must fulfill all that is claimed for it, or he 

will lose the benefit to be derived from his advertis- 

ing. This is but one of the many reasons why it 
pays to purchase advertised goods. 














Safe Anchored ’Mid the Storm 


By Sarah E. Loucks 


Y ANCHOR holds my boat; it does not stay 
On-rushing tide, nor bid swift-flowing curren 
cease, 
Nor does it lift my craft from out the gray 
Of storm-tossed mountain Wave to sheltered inland 
peace. 


And so dost Thou, within Whose hand are held 
The far, unfathomed deeps on deeps of raging sea, 
Hold firm, amid wild waves by Thee compelled, 
My bark of life to its appointed destiny. 


Then I'd not pray, when in Thy providence, 
My Lord, ’tis best that I amid the storm should be, 
* O, give me waves becalmed or take me hence!” 
My anchorage is safe amid the storm with Thee. 





Ishmael and Isaac To-day 


Abraham’s two sons are still fighting each other. 
“Abraham had two-sons, the one by a bondmaid, the 


other by a freewoman. But he who was born of the 
bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the 
freewoman was by promise.” Isaac, the miracle son 
of promise and faith, is the father of the line of 
God’s Chosen People of miracle birth and miracle his- 
tory and miracle future, the Jéws. From Ishmael, 
born in the unbelief that rejected God’s promise, have 
come Judaism’s and Christianity’s greatest foe, Islam 
or Mohammedanism, and the fierce Arab peoples. And 
now, as the Jews are beginning to fulfil prophecy 
by returning to their God-given land, the Arabs al- 
ready in that land are bitterly resenting and opposing 
this. The Literary Digest says of the inaugural of 
the new Hebrew University just outside Jerusalem 
(this thrilling event was described in The Sunday 
School Times of April 18): “To the Arabs in Pales- 
tine and elsewhere in Asia Minor the dedication of 
the Hebrew University was as a red rag to a bull. 
They have always fiercely resented the founding of a 
Jewish homeland in Palestine, and feeling among them 
was roused to fever heat by the appearance of the 


cabo Sea fas tyes > i alll 


statesman (Balfour) chiefly responsible for the re- 
establishment of the Jews in Palestine, where they are 
greatly outnumbered by the Arab population. In 
Palestine, danger of outbreak was averted by prompt 
action of the authorities, but popular feeling broke 
bounds in Damascus, Syria, where the Arabs went 
on a rampage and stoned the hotel in which Lord 
Balfour was lodged. The rioters were suppressed 
with great difficulty by the police and soldiery, and 
Lord Balfour was spirited away to Bierut, where he 
took. ship for Alexandria, Egypt.” The walls of 
Arab houses were draped with black, there were 
strikes in native schools, and an appeal from a bitter 
Arab population reached the League of Nations, ac- 
cording to the New York World, which adds: “At 
last year’s rate it will be fifty years before immigra- 
tion brings the Jews on even terms with the Moslem 
population.” But with the Lord a thousand years is 
as_one day; and God has pledged himself to restore 
to Israel the land to which he gave title almost four 
thousand years ago. When God’s hour strikes, Ish- 
mael and Israel and Christendom will all do his will. 


<< 
Better Than “Broadening Vision ” 


_ “Peter’s Broadening Vision” is the title of the 
International Uniform Sunday School Lesson that is 
treated in this issue of The Sunday School Times. 
The incident recorded in this Scripture is one of the 
great epochs in God’s redemption of lost men: But 
there is danger that both teachers and pupils in the 
Sunday-school may be misled by the wording of the 
lesson title. What God did for Pefer went very much 
deeper than merely broadening his vision, The impli- 
cation of the title is that Peter’s vision was too nar- 
row when he supposed he ought not to eat certain un- 
clean beasts that were in the sheet let down before 
him in his trance, and that the Lord’s command to eat 
showed Peter the mistake of the narrowness that had 
characterized his life hitherto concerning such rules 
in eating, and concerning mankind in general. But we 
must remember that the old rules for eating had 
been given to Peter, and to all Israel, by God himself. 
In. Leviticus 11 is a long list of unclean animals, con- 
cerning which “the Lord spake unto Moses and to 
Aaron,” telling them to forbid the children of Israel 
to eat such food, because it was “unclean.” It was 
God's clearly revealed law, “to make a difference be- 


tween the unclean and the clean, and between the 
beast that may be eaten and the beast that may not be 
eaten” (v. 47). Peter was right, not mistaken, in 
obeying that law hitherto. His mistake consisted in 
not realizing that God had the right to do away with 
the old law and give a new one, as God did when he 
ended the Age of Law and brought in, after Christ 
had fulfilled the law for all men by His death and 
resurrection, the Age of Grace. “Peter’s New Rev- 
elation” would suggest more accurately the message 
of this lesson. Let us praise God that that which has 
been unclean, under the law, can be instantly cleansed 
by the blood of Jesus, under grace,—and that means 


you and me. 
at 


The Poison of “Knowledge” 


It is possible to know so many things that we 
shall not want to know God. The natural man is 
acquiring more knowledge all the time, but is over- 
looking the fact that “the world by wisdom knew not 
God” (1 Cor. 1:21). In an address given in London 
last autumn before the Bible League of England, 
y Dr. A. C. Dixon, the veteran preacher discussed 
“Works of the Devil to be Destroyed.” The first such 
work, revealed in the Bible, is that of taking an 
attitude of unbelief toward God’s Word, said Dr. 
Dixon. “Ten times in Genesis 1 occur the words: 
‘God said.’ In chapter 3 the Devil comes in with the 
question, ‘Hath God said?’ This is what the Devil is 
at to-day — seeking to bring discredit on the Word of 
God. When Eve replied, ‘God hath said,’ then the 
Devil went a step farther and denied the truthfulness 
of God’s Word; then a step still farther and offered 
knowledge in the place of God’s Word. He has been 
at this work all dewn the ages. He appears as an 
angel of light and his ministers are, apparently, min- 
istets_ of righteousness—ethical teachers.” Satan 
sometimes keeps his word, and he did so to Eve when 
he promised her knowledge if she would sin. She 
gained knowledge at the price of life. The wages of 
sin is death, but Satan lied to her about that. Knowl- 
edge that gets between us and God is death-dealing. 
“The foolishness of God is wiser than men”; and that 
“foolishness” is “Christ crucified, ... Christ the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God.” When we take 
Christ as Saviour, then all the knowledge we can 
acquire may be used to his glory. 


Yielded and Wielded 


NE of the most vital things for a Christian to 

do is to yield himself fully to Christ, and per- 
; mit himself to be wielded by His Spirit. There 
is nothing that produces greater joy, and blessing, and 
usefulness of life. 

It means simply to renounce all personal desires and 
personal ambitions, and all dependence on one’s own 
abilities, ingenuities, and energies, becoming emptied 
of all self and self-effort, and holding oneself open 
to any impressions that God’s Spirit may wish to 
make upon mind and heart; being willing quietly and 
confidently to take up the task indicated by God, 
having the sweet assurance that he goes before to pre- 
pare the way, that he accompanies us as we are about 
the divinely appointed task, and that he will follow 
after to reap and conserve the fruits of the effort ex- 
pended. ; 

When we have realized that it is “not I, but Christ,” 
who is working through our members yielded to him 
“as instruments of righteousness,” then have we en- 
tered on the life that is yielded to our blessed Lord 
Jesus and wielded by his Holy Spirit. To let oneself 
rest in the will of God as one floats with outspread 
arms on the surface of the water is the secret of be- 
ing yielded to him. To let oneself be carried about 
as a sailing vessel is swept along by tide and breeze 
toward the desired haven is the secret of being wielded 
by his Spirit. In the first instance there is no self- 
effort, which would be disastrous to restful floating; 
and in the second there is but the setting of the sails 
aright and accepting the power that is freely provided. 

There are two invisible, titanic forces pulling upon 
the hearts of men. One is the up-pull Godward toward 


righteousness and holiness and Heaven. The other is 
the down-pull, Devil-directed, toward the world and 
the flesh and sin and degradation and hell. The com- 
bined powers of darkness are doing all possible to drag 
away from God the affections, the desires, and the 
activities of his children. But the greater influence of 
his grace, and mercy, and might, and glory, is being 
likewise exerted in their behalf. And God’s power 
being the greater and having behind it the assurance 
of his promises which never fail, it simply remains 
for the child of God to make his choice, whether he 
shall “yield” himself an instrument of “unrighteous- 
ness unto sin,” Or an instrument of “righteousness 
unto God.” This is the secret of victory, of useful- 
ness, of “the joy of ... salvation,” and of “the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding.” Ours is 
the yielding. His Spirit’s is the wielding. We yield 
to Him. He wields us. 

We all want His power. We pray for it. We must 
do more. We must also pay for it. We must pay the 
price,— but not of the power itself. We have noth- 
ing with which to pay for that. It was paid for by 
the Lord Jesus Christ when he died that we might 
live. He became “sin for us, who knew no sin,” that 
sin might “not have dominion” over us. But we must 
pay the price of the condition upon which his power 
can have entrance into our lives. And that price is 
the complete yielding of ourselves to him. : 

He longs to wield every one of us for his 
own glory. And most gloriously does he do so 
to just the degree that we yield ourselves to him. 
To be fully yielded is to be fully wielded. Hav- 
ing fully yielded ourselves to him, we come to the 
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place where we can realize that the particular thing 
that we are doing at any particular time of any partic- 
ular day or night is, not alone his will for us, ac- 
cording to the plan he has mapped out, but also that 
it is literally, truly, and wonderfully he himself who 
is doing it in us and through us. What a glorious fact 
of Christian experience! This is to be wielded by his 
i, Spirit. This is what Paul meant when he said, “Not 
J, but Christ liveth in me.” This is what the Lord 
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Jesus intended when he said, “It is not ye that speak, 
but the Holy Ghost.” This is what he meant when 
he said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” ‘ ‘ rood 

Shall we not, all who read these lines, stop just 
here, bow the head, and knees, and heart to the very 
ground at the Lord’s feet and say, “Come, Lord Jesus, 
fill me now. I yield to thee. Wield thou me, hence- 
forth and forever !” 





Does God Really Judge Sin? 

In a recent issue, The Sunday School Times made 
the following announcement of an article soon to 
appear: 


Twenty-five years ago a Chinese Mohammedan com- 
menced an extraordinary rise to influence and power 
until he was given a name almost as high as Moham- 
med. Five years ago he had his plans made, with 
countless followers, for a Holy War. Four days be- 
fore Christmas of 1920 he met with his leaders in a 
great cave in the mountains of western China. That 
night came one of the greatest earthquakes in all his- 
tory, taking the lives of almost two hundred thousand 
people; and no trace of this Mohammedan leader and 
his lieutenants has ever been found. The story of this 
amazing act of God in keeping China open for the Gos- 
pel will be told in The Sunday School Times by a mis- 
sionary who was in that province when the earthquake 
occurred, 


A Massachusetts physician who has read this an- 
houncement writes as follows: 

It seems to me you do not give your God credit 
for much intelligence, to destroy 200,000 innocent peo- 
ple to get rid of a few fanatics. 

Such a course of action would be considered madness 
in one of his creatures, and the idea is contrary to the 
teaching of Jesus: “Think ye that they {upon whom 
the towers in Siloam fell and slew them] were sinners 
above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, Nay” 
— you know the rest. 

I am not an atheist. I believe in the teachings of 
Jesus as the only thing that can save this wicked and 
sinking world. 

Can't you see that such teachings of yours offend the 
intelligences and consciences of many —all thinking 
ones? 


When this physician says “You know the rest” of 
our Lord’s words in the verse he quotes, he does not 
seem to rémember that the rest reads as follows: 
“but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 

The teaching of our Lord, when he commented on 
the falling of the tower in Siloam, was just the op- 
posite from that which this physician seems to under- 
stand. Christ plainly taught that the judgment of 
death on the eighteen upon whom the tower in Siloam 
fell was an instance, a cross section as it were, of the 
necessary judgment of God upon all unrepentant sin- 
ners. In other words, those who died under the fall- 
ing tower were indeed sinners, but not more so than 
the rest of the inhabitants of Jerusalem. What hap- 
pened to the few was’a divine warning of what should 
happen to the many, if unrepentant. “The wages of 
sin is death,” for them and for all who do not ac- 
cept the only way of escape through Christ as Sav- 
iour. 

We cannot escape the fact that the earthquake in 
China in 1920, which took the lives of almost 200,000 
persons, was God’s act. The Sunday School Times 
did not suggest, nor does it believe, that God de- 
stroyed “200,000 innocent people to get rid of a few 
fanatics.” But the fact remains that the Mohamme- 
dan leader. and his lieutenants were blocked in their 
anti-Christian plans by the earthquake which took 
their lives. God could have dealt with them as a lit- 
tle group, quite apart from. the others, if it had been 
his will, God could and did deal with them together 
with 200,000, as he did. We know, from God’s Word, 
that he brought summary judgment upon the people 
of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire from heaven. We 
know that God dealt with the. wickedness of the. en- 
tire world by the flood, saving only righteous Noah 
and his family. And we know that the most terrible 
utterances concerning God’s holy judgment of sin and 
sinners come from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, as when he said: 

And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones 
that believe in me, it is better for him that a mill- 
stone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast 
into the sea. And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than hav- 
ing two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never 
shall be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, ‘and 

_ the fire is not quenched. 


It is a strangely mistaken and. unscriptural idea, 
held by so many to-day, that the God of love is not 
a God of holiness and judgment; or again, that the 
“meek and. gentle Jesus” is not also the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, a consuming fire, who “shall be re- 
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; 





who shall be punished with everlasting - destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power” (2 Thess 1:7-9). Some one has well 
said that those who mistakenly speak of the “universal 
fatherhood of Ged” and of his love, while ignoring 
the fact of his righteousness and judgment, would 
make of God “not a father, but a grandfather.” God 
does deal with sin and with sinners who reject his love 
and salvation, and from time to time by earthquake, 
tornado, fire, and other judgments of what we call 
“providence,” he pleads with men to escape the day of 
his wrath and believe in his Son and be saved. 


x 
Should We Pray for the Dead ? 


Three weeks ago my dear mother went to be with 
her Saviour, who was very precious to her. 

For a number of years she had been an invalid, and 
every night and morning, also many times during the 
day, my heart would be lifted to God in her. behalf. 
Now that she is gone it gives me great comfort still 
to pray for her—only the prayers are naturally dif- 
ferent. As she had suffered a great deal, also had 
known much sorrow, I now ask God to compensate her 
by giving her sweeter communion with him; greater 
happiness, also that she may not know any of the sad 
events that transpire on earth; in other words, that 
she may know nothing that could mar her happiness. 

I have wondered whether there is anything wrong in 
my praying thus — whether it is unscriptural. I shal] 
appreciate your opinion in this matter, as I want to do 
only what is right—A Pennsylvania Reader, 


One’s heart goes out in sympathy with this be- 
reaved and sorrowing daughter. It is easy to under- 
stand the impulse to continue to pray for the loved 
one who has gone to be with the Lord. But it is right, 
as this daughter does, to inquire whether such prayer 
is in accordance with God’s will as revealed in his 
Word. 

And we find, from the Word, that it is plainly 
God's will that we should not pray for the dead. 

_ Concerning the unsaved dead (which is not the case 
in question in this inquirer’s mind) the Scriptures are 
plain, revealing that the present life is the only op- 
portunity given to men for accepting or rejecting 
Christ. Even the Roman Catholic Church, which in- 
cludes prayer for the dead, does not pray for the 
non-Christian or unconverted dead, but only for be- 
lievers, from the mistaken idea that “the penal con- 
sequences of sin are not all removed in this life, and 
a further purgatorial discipline is therefore neces- 
sary.” This, of course, we know to be contrary to 
Scripture. 

But even in the case of those who have given clear 
evidence of their faith in Christ as Saviour, as in the 
case of this loved Christian mother, do the Scrip- 
tures authorize us to pray for them after their death? 
A revealing study of this practical question was writ- 
ten by the late Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, and is 
published as a pamphlet entitled “Shall We Pray for 
the Dead?” (Book Stall, 113 Fulton Street, New York 
City, 15 cents.) The following are some of the points 
made in this helpful booklet. 

Prayer that is to prevail and be blessed must be 
based upon the Word of God as its warrant and en- 
couragement. The Bible is full of teaching on prayer, 
And the Bible is full of safeguards and limitations 
of prayer. 

_ “Can we find any instance of prayer for the dead 
in the Old Testament? Not one. 

“Is there any example or precept as to prayer for 
the dead in the Gospels and in the life and works of 
our Lord? Not one. ee 
- “Can we discover: any. example or encouragement 
in the life of the early Church as recorded in the Acts 
of the Apostles? Not one. 

“Is there to. be found any clear testiraony to prayer 
for the dead in the Apostolic Epistles? Not one. 

“Is there any instance of prayer for the dead in 
the Revelation? Not one. 

“As: to the Christian dead, the real question is, 
What need have we to pray for: them? 

“Where are they? ‘Present with the Lord’ (2 Cor, 


“Where are they? . ‘With Me in Paradise’ (Luke 
23: 43). 

“Where are they? ‘In the Lord’ (Rev. 14: 13). 
“Where are they? ‘With Christ; which is very 


far better’ (Phil. 1:23, R. V.) 


x 
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“What are they? Blessed. ‘Blessed are the dead’ 
(Rev. 14:13). 
“What are. they? At rest. ‘That they may rest 


from their labours’ (Rev. 14: 13). 

“Where then is the place for prayer that they may 
‘rest in peace’ when, as a blessed and glorious fact, 
they are resting? Why should we pray for ‘light 
perpetual’ to shine on them when they are in the im- 
mediate presence of the light of the world? Surely 
the whole teaching of the New Testament on the 
blessedness, peace, joy, and satisfaction of the Chris- 
tian dead in the presence of their Lord is a clear and 
unmistakable proof that prayer for the dead is not 
only unnecessary, but even cruel, since it is a reflec- 
tion on their present unspeakable privilege and joy in 
the Paradise of God.... 

“Prayer for the dead has often proved to be spir- 
itually unhealthy and dangerous. It is sometimes said 
that prayer for the departed is an outcome of natural —~ 
affection, and we would speak with all respect and 
tenderness of the love that prompts the continued re- 
membrance in prayer of the dear ones who have 
passed within the veil. Nevertheless we would ven- 
ture to put to those who thus pray these two ques- 
tions: (1) Are you quite sure you are doing that 
which is true to the revealed will of God in Holy 
Scripture? (2) Are you not all the time omitting the 
very thing that will give you the truest satisfaction of 
soul in relation to your beloved one who is now with 
Christ? With all sympathy and yet with all plain- 
ness, we would dare to say that prayer for the dead 
is really based on an insufficient knowledge of the joy 
and glory of the Christian life. To one who knows 
the real meaning of the Christianity of the New Testa- 
ment the removal of a dear one to be with Christ is 
not a reason for prayer, but for thanksgiving and 
praise.” 

Dr. Thomas then shows how the unscriptural practise 
of prayer for the dead, even when followed in inno- 
cence and with the best of motives, has led on to error 
and danger, against which every true Christian should 
seek to be safeguarded by the all-sufficient and infal- 
lible Word of God. 

Fa 


The Mistaken Lie of Kindness : 


An interesting sidelight on the discussion of the 
question whether doctors should ever lie to their pa- 
tients as an act of kindness, as set forth in this de- 
partment of the Times of May 2, is the Associated 
Press story of an incident of the death of Marquis 
Curzon of England, which occurred a few weeks ago. 
The despatch as it appeared in the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger said the story was “probably without prece- 
dent in British journalism,” and narrated the follow- 
ng: 

For days the statesman had been lying on his sick- 
bed, fully conscious, his mental faculties made more 
alert by his sufferings. Every morning he appealed 
for one of his favorite newspapers and every morning 
his physicians, fearful of the effect their own pub- 
lished bulletins recording the gravity of his illness 
might have on their patient, were forced to refuse his 
request. 

Yesterday it was seen he had entered upon the last 
phase of his struggle with death, only his indomitable 
will keeping off the enemy. The physicians, seeking 
every possible means to buoy up the dying Marquis, 
appealed to the Daily Graphic. 

It is not usual for a great London daily to agree to 
halt its presses even for the highest in’ the land, but 
the editors replied that they would issue a special 
édition of one copy, announcing. Lord Curzon’s re- 
covery. , ; : 

And so, in the early hours of this morning while 
Lord Curzon’s life was slowly fading, this special “bed- 
side edition” was prepared. It hailed optimistically the 
“great improvement”: in the‘ condition of the Marquis 
and went on to speak of his cheerfulness, his bravery, * 
and the almost certain conyalescence upon which he 
soon would enter. 

But almost at the moment the huge presses had 
turned out their ‘message of encouragement the end 
came. The one-copy edition nevér was read by the one 
for whom it was published. ; 


The motive and kindliness of this mistaken effort 
to minister to one whose life was slipping away are 
to be respected and honored; yet the failure of the 
effort but emphasizes the mistake of supposing that 
good can ever come from falsifying facts. We need 
never turn for: help to the one who has only. the 
power of death, and whom. our Lord called the father 
of lies, our great Adversary Satan, when we have al- 
ways at hand the sure and omnipotent sufficiency of 
our God and Saviour who’ is the Life and ‘the Truthi 

w 

An inspiring devotional book 
Smellie is Service and Inspiration.” 
titles indicate its scope: The Prevailin 
Worst Foes, The Immortal Book, The ) ani shes which 
Feeds the Heart, The Quickening Power, The .Best 
Training, The. Daily Walk,..The Unforgetting Lord, 
The Great Hope, Give Me the Master. Companion 
volumes are “The Well by the Way” and “Out of the 
Desert a Gift.” Each book may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50 each, or at the special price of $4, 
postpaid, for the set of three. 
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The motives that prompted the acceptance 


Why I Debated with a Modernist 


By John Roach Straton, D.D. 
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lenge of the Rev. Charles Francis Potter, of 

the West Side Unitarian Church of New York, 
to debate with him some of the fundamental truths of 
the Christian faith was the fact that for quite a while 
the views of the Modernists had been exploited at 
length in the New York papers, and from them 
copied by other papers, and in other ways spread 
over the earth. Modernism is regarded as “news” 
because it is out of the ordinary and has elements that 
are sensational and startling. When any of the radi- 
cal preachers of New York, therefore, parade their 
doubts and unbeliefs, they get much space in the papers. 
Columns of matter every week are devoted to report- 
ing the “sermons” and addresses of these radical re- 
ligious leaders, and I felt that the opportunity the de- 
bates would offer of getting the other side — honest 
old-fashioned truth— before the people would be a 
great and valuable opportunity. 

Looking back upon it, I feel that, for the most 

part, my hopes in this regard were well grounded, 
for the statements during the debates of the plain, 
old-fashioned Gospel truths were given front page 
space in our great papers and were featured in other 
ways. Of course, the radical utterances of Mr. Potter 
were also given the same prominence, but, as be- 
fore remarked, those views had been published again 
and again and the public, therefore, was familiar 
with them. 
’ Another motive that prompted me to accept the 
challenge for debate was the fact that Mr. Potter 
is a typical and outspoken Modernist and a true rep- 
resentative of the Modernists. From my knowledge 
of Mr. Potter, I was convinced that he would not, 
like some Modernists within the ranks of the evan- 
gelical denominations, resort to verbal ambiguities and 
the use of religious language with a double meaning, 
but that he would plainly and explicitly avow his 
beliefs, — rather, his unbelief. I felt, therefore, that 
it would be highly useful at the present time thus to 
draw him out in the debates in order that all the peo- 
ple might see j what Modernism is and just how 
radical and revolutionary are these Modernistic views. 
Modernism Undisguised 

That this end also was attained in the debates is 
amply proved by the fact that many Modernists who 
habitually camouflage, and some of the so-called “mid- 
die of the roaders,” and a number of the editors of 
radical religious journals, have frantically disowned 
and disclaimed Mr. Potter as a representative of the 
Modernists. Despite such disclaimers, however, he is 
a fair representative of the Modernists, and the only 
ground of complaint that the Modernists have in the 
matter is that, through the debates, Modernism has had 
the mask torn from #ts face and can be seen by all 
the people for the thing that it really is. | . 

Another consideration which weighed with me in 
accepting the challenge for these debates was the fact 
_that at the time when Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, a 
Baptist then preaching in a Presbyterian pulpit, but 
a man who represents neither true Baptists nor real 
Presbyterians, preached his radical “sermon” against 
the Fundamentalists, in which he took the side of the 
Liberals or Modernists against the true authority and 
inspiration of the Bible as God’s Word, against the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord, his substitutionary atone- 
ment, and his second coming, he really caricatured the 
orthodox belief on some of these great points. I felt, 
therefore, that he ought to be willing to face in the 
open a representative of those whose views he had 
misstated and distorted in the interest of his radical 
propaganda. I had made private efforts to call him 
to account for these misrepresentations. and harmful 
misstatements and had failed, and so when he preached 
his now infamous “sermon,” which was sent broad- 
cast throughout the country and around the world, I 
challenged him, as President of our New York Fun- 
damentalist League, and as one of the Baptist pastors 
of his own city, to a series of joint debates on these 

ints. 

a my letter sending the challenge I said to him 
that I felt, since he had misrepresented us, that he 
ought to be willing to afford an opportunity for de- 
fense from our side, and that it seemed to me that 
common honesty and ordinary human justice, to say 
nothing of higher Christian considerations, would lead 
him to accept the challenge. He declined, however, 
and excused himself under circumstances that made 
me feel that he was really “running to cover.” 

Again, when Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, President of 
Brown University, a Baptist institution, came out with 
books and articles in magazines having a world-wide 
circulation, in which he also expressed views that 
amounted, not only to a repudiation of our age-long 
beliefs, but to a denial of the very essence of evan- 
gelical Christianity, and had also in them elements of 


O'= reason that prompted me to accept the chal- 


When, in 1923, announcement was made that 
one of the staunch champions of God’s Word, 
Dr. Straton, of Calvary Baptist Church, New York 
City, would-debate with a New York Unitarian 
minister, Charles Francis Potter, on vital truths of 
the Christian faith, nation-wide interest was a- 
roused. The first debate, “The Battle Over the 
Bible,” was held in Calvary Church in December, 
1923, and only a portion of the great crowd of 
people that thronged to the church could get in- 
side the doors. _The three debates that followed, 
on. Evolution, The Virgin Birth, and The Deity of 
Christ, were held in Carnegie Hall, in January, 
March, and April, 1924. Unanimous decisions 
were rendered by the judges in favor of Dr. Straton 
in the debates on Evolution and the Deity of Christ. 
In the other two debates there was a split verdict. 

At the request of The Sunday School Times Dr. 
Straton telle what-led him to accept the challenge 
of Mr. Potter. 


The four debates have been published by 
George H. Doran Company, New York, and a full 
review of these is given on page 352 of this issue 
of The Sunday School Times. The publishers’ 
stock of the books is exhausted, but a limited 
number may be had from the Religious Literature 
Department, Calvary Baptist Church, 123 West 
57th Street, New York City, at 50 cents the copy, 

or $1.50 for the set of four. 








misrepresentation of the position of true believers, I 
expressed the desire to meet him in debate for a frank 
discussion of those vital issues. Nothing came of this 
either, however, as Dr. Faunce declined even to give 
the newspaper men an interview on the matter. 

When Mr. Potter, therefore, challenged me to debate 
with him on these very subjects, and said that Dr. 
Faunce and Dr. Fosdick were friends of his, and when 
I learned that Mr. Potter is a product of Brown Uni- 
versity and of a Baptist theological seminary, — 
namely, Newton,—I felt moved to accept his chal- 
lenge. I felt that the next best thing to getting a 
chance at Dr. Fosdick or Dr. Faunce would be to 
debate with one of their avowed friends and champ- 
ions, and so I accepted Mr. Potter’s challenge. The 
fact that I had thus myself challenged these very men, 
and the further fact that Mr. Potter’s challenge to 
me was based upon some utterances from my own 
pulpit by a visiting brother pastor, which utterances 
were very pointed in their application to Modernists 
in general, and Unitarians in particular, I felt that 
consistency and fair play both logically demanded an 
acceptance at my hands. 

My final and main reason, however, for accepting 
the challenge to these debates was my belief that such 
discussions are Biblical and, therefore, of value to the 
cause of Christ. The Bible explicitly enjoins us to “be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 
3:15). Mr. Potter publicly and pointedly demanded of 
me that I give such a reason for the hope that is in 
me, and I felt, therefore, that I was on safe Biblical 

rounds in so doing. We are further exhorted in 

cripture to “contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3); 
and we have illustrations of the faithfulness of God's 
children in so contending. 


The Biblical Precedent for Debate 


The ancient prophets were constantly debating and 
Striving against error. Elijah’s meeting with the false 
prophets on Mount Carmel was in a real sense a dra- 
matic and tremendous debate; not only did he debate 
with them in word, but in acts as well. Paul and 
other followers of our Lord in New Testament times 
debated the great truths of religion; and quite a pro- 
portion of the New Testament is given over to the 
account of such discussions. Our Lord himself did 
not hesitate to debate with gainsayers and confounded 
their errors with his truth; and he even went to the 
extent of taking a whip of small cords in his hand 
and lashing the money changers from the Temple — 
his final argument against their unbelief and their 
desecration of God's -house by their untruthful words 
and deeds. The very greatest of Paul’s epistles are 
essentially debates against the unbelief and error of 


his day, and many of the finest books which the minds. 


and hearts of followers of the Lord have produced 
down the centuries are really debates in written form. 
x The only difference, therefore, between such discus- 
sions and the debates which I held-is the difference be- 
tween a written and an oral form of discussion; and 
if we believe that God’s Word will not return unto him 
void, but that it will accomplish that whereunto he 
has sent it, then we certainly have ample ground for 


the hope that his message of truth, under whatsoever 
circumstances proclaimed, will not fail to bear its 
fruit. The periods of greatest growth and, too, of 
deepest spiritual power in all the Protestant denomina- 
tions have been periods of stirring debate over the 
great elemental truths of revealed religion. From 
the time of the Protestant Reformation, and the great 
debates that went with its unfolding, down through 
the days of Whitefield and the Wesleys to our own 
time, periods of religious discussion have been periods 
of growth and progress in Christ’s Church. Certainly, 
too, it is undeniable that if the great truths of re- 
vealed religion cannot stand discussion and vindicate 
themselves on their merits, then they have no right 
to claim the allegiance and support of the human race. 

do not mean to say that preachers ought to be con- 
stantly going out of their way for such discussions, 
but I do feel that-there are unique opportunities and 
occasional circumstances when such discussions as 
those held in New York are justified and are even 
imperatively necessary and, therefore, that great good 
must come from them. 

I am certainly happy in that I have seen evidences 
of such good from these debates here in New York. 
As already intimated, the discussions have been use- 
ful in smoking out some of the radicals and in run- 
ing others of them to cover and discounting them, to 
a greater or less extent, before the general public. — 

o far as Mr. Potter himself is concerned, I wish 
to say that I have held in my heart throughout these 
discussions the hope that he might finally be led to 
see the error of his ways and open his heart to the 
gracious and transforming influences of the Holy 
Spirit of the living God. I was able, therefore, to 
meet Mr. Potter on a public platform with more re- 
spect for him than I could have had for some of 
the other trimming and compromising Modernists. 
Open Antagonism That Commands Respect 

I am frank to say that I have no respect for the 
radicals in the Protestant denominations who insist on 
staying inside and tearing down the faith of the Church 
at the same time that they eat the bread of the Church. 
I cannot regard them as either consistent, courageous, 
or honest men. Robert Ingersoll was, in the begin- 
ing, a son of the Church, but when he lost his faith 
he had the fairness and courage to step outside the 
ranks and carry on his propaganda on a self-support- 
ing platform of his own making. Therefore, while 
deploring and even execrating his views, one can never- 
theless have an element of respect for the man’s con- 
sistency. Though I was pained, therefore, by Mr. 
Potter’s views, I nevertheless felt that I could con- 
scientiously meet him in debate because, while there 
was absolutely no religious fellowship possible be- 
tween us, I did feel that he was sincere, and I ear- 
nestly hoped that he might be turned back to the 
faith from which he had been led astray by false 
teachers in Baptist schools. And I still hope that 
such may be the case. 

.-I am glad, too, to be able to say that these de- 
bates in a very. true sense have vindicated the great 
fundamentals of the Christian faith in open and widely 
noted ways. I am glad to be able to say that out of 
twelve votes cast by the judges in the four debates the 
views that I championed won eight of the twelve. In 
fact, the only clear-cut and unanimous decisions won 
in the series of debates were both won by the side 
which I had the honor to represent. The debate on 
Evolution and the debate on the Deity of our Lord 
won the unanimous decision of the judges, two of 
the judges in each case being judges of the Supreme 
Court of New York and the third judge being a law- 
yer of world-wide reputation and former Chairman of 
the War Industries Board. In the case of the other 
two debates, there were split decisions which really 
amounted to what in law would have been termed 
“mistrial,” and in the case of the debate on the Virgin 
Birth there were certain irregularities discovered after 
the debate in connection with the substituted judges, 
who were called upon at the last moment to serve, 
which seemed to demand that even that split decision 
be either set aside or the question be redebated before 
the regularly selected judges—men who met the re- 
quirements of the original agreement for the arrange- 
ments of the debate. 

I am well aware that some of God’s children have 
not seen the utility of these discussions. I believe, 
however, this is true because they have not known all 
of the facts in the case and have not been able to 
see the results that have flowed out of the debates. 
I am happy to say that a flood of letters and mes- 
sages from all over the world, some of them from 
some of the greatest and noblest of the Lord’s servants, 
praising God for the discussions and thanking. me for 
the hard work I put into them, far more than offset 


(Concluded on page 345) 
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Dr. Fosdick’s 


His Rejection of Christ’s Priesthood, God’s Holiness, and Paul’s Gospel 











Strange “Christ® and “God” 


By I. M. Haldeman, D.D. 











T IS a striking fact that Dr. Fosdick has nothing 
| to say about the priesthood of Christ. Not once 

does he speak of him as a priest. He ignores that 
splendid phrase of Paul in the eighth chapter of the 
Hebrews: 

“Now of the things which we have spoken this 
is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is 
set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in the heavens.” 

He never says a word of the wonderful way in 
which Paul compares the efficiency of the priest- 
hood of Christ with the inefficiency of the priesthood 
of Aaron on the day of Atonement. On that day 
when Aaron went within the veil, into the Holy of 
Holies, he could not sit down. He must stand. He 
could remain only long enough to sprinkle the blood 
upon the Mercy Seat, and must hasten out lest he 
die; but Paul tells us, Christ entered into Heaven 
with his own blood and sat down on the very throne 
of God, and now abides there as the ever-living, inter- 
ceding priest for his people. 

Dr. Fosdick never quotes this assurance, and exhor- 
tation of Paul: 

“Having therefore, brethren [he is writing to He- 
.brew Christians], boldness to enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, 

“By a new and living way, which he hath conse- 
‘crated [opened] for us, through the veil, that is to 
say, his flesh; 

“And having an high priest over the house of God 
[the Church]; 

“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assur- 
ance of faith, , having our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience” (Heb. 10: 19-22). 

. To Dr. Fosdick, the Epistle to the Hebrews has no 
, Meaning, 

He has no concept of Christ as a risen, glorified, 
immortal priest at all. 

And this is of absolute logic. 

Priesthood is based on sacrificial death, on vicari- 

ous, substitutional death, on death that is penal and 
judicial. 
’ The typical sacrifice to which Paul refers is the 
sacrifice of the day of Atonement; but Dr. Fosdick 
does not see the death of Christ as an act of atone- 
ment. He does not know Christ as the Antitype of 
the Levitical sacrifices. He speaks of them in relation 
to Christ and the Cross in a way that has all the ac- 
cent of indifferentism and final repudiation. 

He says: 

“The y el of Christ, . . . has been run_ into 
ag Sagaae associated with old animal sacrifices” 
(p. 230). 

All the wonder, the glory, the comfort, offered to 
the Christian in the thought that in yonder Heaven is 
one tempted and tried in all points as we are, yet 
proven to be without sin, a splendid victor, triumph- 
ing over all assault, doing so in our name and in our 
behalf; who is there as our Advocate, there to pray 
for us, to hear our confessions and give absolution for 
failures by the way and cleansing for better service; 
there as our Representative, always presenting us in 
the perfection and beauty of his own holiness before 
God the Father, presenting us as the children of the 
Father; there to take our prayers and offer them to 
the Father in the virtue of his atoning death; there 
as our life and unfailing resource, as our Forerunner, 
pledge to God and pledge to us that some day we shali 
enter Heaven, be with him, where he is, and be like 
him, — of all this Dr. Fosdick says nothing and be- 
lieves nothing. 

And how could he? 

How can he know anything of a risen, immortal 
Christ as high priest when (according to his state- 
ment) Christ has ceased to exist in the flesh? 

What: can you expect other than silence on the part 
of, Dr. Fosdick concerning the priesthood of Christ? 

The Christ he portrays is only a fragmentary Christ, 
a bodiless Christ, @ ghost Christ, not the Christ of 
victory over death and the grave, and whose empty 
tomb gives a sin-stained, sorrow-smitten world a gleam 
of hope; not the Christ who has carried an immortal 
manhood to the throne of the universe and. is seated 
there as the eternal incarnation and visibility of the 
otherwise unseen God — nay — the Christ Dr. Fosdick 
portrays —ts not the Christ of the New Testament 
record, 


Dr. Fosdick Does Not Believe Christ Will Appear 
a Second Time to This World 

The proposition that Christ did not rise in the flesh 
necessitates the proposition that he will not come again 
in the flesh. 

Dr. Fosdick says he will not. 

“I do not believe in the physical return of Jesus” 
(p. 104). 

This denies the statement made by the Lord himself. 

“Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on 


the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven” (Matt, 26: 64). 

This statement of the Lord makes it impossible to 
turn that Coming into the invisible coming of the 
Holy Spirit, or into a mere spiritual coming of the 
Lord himself; the language in all the integrity of 
honest intention signifies a Son of man in the flesh, 
coming in the flesh. 

This is an issue between Dr. Fosdick and the Lord 
himself and is a charge the Lord has not told the 
truth about his Second Coming. 

Dr. Fosdick, of course, has no thought of making 
such a direct charge against the Son of God. The 
only way, however, in which he can escape the full 
meaning of his attitude is to take the ground that the 
Lord never used the words reported of him, they 
were put in his mouth by the operation of this serv- 
iceable principle of “heightening for effect,” by this 
expansive power of “addition.” 

But over against Dr. Fosdick’s plain and open denial 
of the physical return of our Lord, the denial that 
he will come again in the flesh, there is this terrible 
and accusatory statement of the Apostle John, which, 
when rendered literally, reads as follows: 

“Many deceivers are entered into the world, who 
confess not that Jesus Christ is ceing in the flesh. 
uy is a deceiver and AN ANTI-CHRIST” (2 John 
7). 


The God of Nature and the God of Love 


Dr. Fosdick is full of sharp criticism, not to say 
indignation, against the barbarism and cruelty of the 
God of the Old Testament. 

In what way, I would ask, will he apologize for 
the God (transcendental or immanent) who, at least, 
“permitted” the barbarity, the anguish and woe of the 
recent earthquake in Japan; the God who, having all 
es, S allows millions to die of pestilence till they 

earn through piled up holocausts the best hygiene, 
and other millions to starve with torturing famine 





A dramatic contrast occurred in New York 
City a few weeks ago, in two of its best known 
pulpits. In one, Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick 
preached his farewell sermon to the church to 
which he had been ministering for six years. 
The tragic rip, of Modernism is seen from the 
statement that “a great wave of emotion swept 
over the congregation of 1,800, and men and 
pence crowded about him to wish him God- 
spee 


The other pulpit was Dr. Haldeman’s, where 
he has preached for more than forty years. To 
a vast audience filling the church he analyzed 
Dr. Fosdick’s book “The Modern Use of the 
Bible,” removed the mask from Modernism, and 
showed, as he is doing in these articles in The 
ri School Times, what Dr. Fosdick really 
teaches. 


At the close of his sermon Dr. Haldeman 
asked all who repudiated the teaching and min- 
istry of Dr. Fosdick and who desired to give 
rebuke to the forty-one New York ministers 
who had recently commended the Modernist 
preacher to rise to their feet. The great con- 
gregation arose like one man under an electric 
shock, and the song was lifted, “Onward, Chris- 
tian Soldiers,” till it rang out like a multiplied 
Hallelujah chorus. 


Dr. Haldeman’s articles will continue in these 
columns for several weeks, and are showing: 
plainly what Dr. Fosdick believes and teaches 
about 


The Bible Immortality 

God Christ’s Cross 
Christ Vicarious Atonement 
Man Resurrection 
Miracles Christ’s Return 


If you know of-young people in college or 
out, ministers, teachers, or others who are de- 
voted to Dr. Fosdick’s writings, and who can- 
not understand why such a man should be re- 
garded as an unsafe leader, won’t you make 
sure that they have this Series? A Ten Weeks 
“Get-Acquainted” subscription to the Times, at 
25 cents, will include the entire series if sent 
promptly, mentioning the Haldeman Series, to 
The Sunday School Times Compar:, 1031 Wal- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 











in repeated experience through the slow-moving ages 
till they learn the secrets of successful agriculture, 
and even then allows. mildew and blasting, cater- 
pillar, or amazingly ingenious, poisonous bug; or 
when that is not sufficiently effective in destruction, al- 
lows cloud burst or cyclonic winds to ruin the har- 
vest of orchard, of vineyard, and of field? 

To call this “nature” and leave it at that, may be. 
scientific, it may be (as it is) historic, but it is scarcely 
satisfactory, and certainly does not respond to the 
so-called upreach which from the beginning, we are 
told, has been moving Godward in man. 

Dr. Fosdick believes in a God of love, of mercy 
and peace; he believes in a God of life, life flow- 
ing out in fulness and health. All this accentuates 
itself in the premise that he is not far from every 
one of us; that in him we live and move and have 
our being; that he is at rest in his world and at 
rest in us, the worst as well as the best of us. 

How wili Dr. Fosdick accredit all this character 
to the God of nature? 

How will he reconcile a world full of hate with a 
God of love? 

How will he reconcile a world full of war with a 
God of peace? 

How will he reconcile a world full of unchanging 
cruelty with a God of mercy? 

How will he reconcile a world crammed, stained and 
fever-smitten with sin, sin that finds its fresh initial 
whenever a child is begotten, whenever a child is con- 
ceived, how will he reconcile all this with a God of 
holiness ? A ee 

If it be true the God of nature never forgives 
till the penalty is paid, is it astonishing to find the 
same characteristic underlying the lineaments and op- 
erations of the God of the Old Testament? 

But where does Dr, Fosdick get his concept of 
2 God of love? 

Does he get it from the ethical Christ whose ethical 
life he exalts 

Well! It is this ethical Christ (so called). who has 
given us that text translated into eyery language and 
read in every land—that text of téxts— John 3: 16, 

Read it over slowly and take it in. 

This is what it says: 

“God so loved the’ world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son.” 

Dr. Fosdick knows, as we all know, that the word 

“gave” here means “delivered up,” “sacrificially de- 
livered up,” “delivered up for the benefit of others.” 

He knows what we all know, that Paul uses the 
same word and tells out the full detail of its mean- 
ing in this unforgettable phrase: 

“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all” (Rom, 8: 32). 


The Cross a Parallel of Old Testament “Barbarity” 


Wittingly or unwittingly, Dr. Fosdick gets his vision 
of God as a God of love from that most brutal and 
barbarous thing in all history —the cross of Christ. 

That cross of which Peter speaks and says: 

“Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain.” 

A statement which involves these wicked hands as 
foreknown and as contained in the determining of the 
“determinate counsel,” a foreordination and determin- 
ation which, if the modern mind be logical, it must 
classify as equally barbarous and cruel as any such 


‘act accredited to the God of the Old Testament. 


Not only was the act of these men foreknown, but 
foredetermined. 

The act of those “wicked” hands and the awful 
death those same hands were instrumental in produc- 
ing were foreordained,. predetermined. 

That death of the cross. which the Son of God de- 
- he was under commandment from the Father to 
endure, 

“Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay 
down my life, that I might take it again. 

“No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment have I 
received from my Father.” 

It is in view of.this fact of ordination, determina- 
tion and commandment that the Apostle writes that 
Christ “became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross.” 

That cross which according to the unbroken con- 
sensus of the New Testament is the expression .of 
God’s merciless wrath. against sin. 

That cross whereon Paul, claiming to speak by the 
imspiration of the Holy Ghost, says, God made him “to 
be sin for us.’ 

But Dr. Fosdick’s scheme seeks to find its fulfil- 
ment this side of the cross, so far this’ side of the 
cross that it does not touch it at all, does not con- 
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Lesson for June 7' ° 
Acts 10:1 to 1 318 


sider it as a factor worth while, even, to mention as 


h. 
“it is the life Christ lived on the earth that arouses 
the enthusiasm of Dr. Fosdick. © ‘ bi 
It is the living and ethical Christ appealing to the 
native ethics in man who brings about an achieved and 
thical salvation, ~ REL 
r In this he is in irreconcilable conflict with Paul, 
Paul passes over the ethical, the earthly side of 
Christ’s life and finds his inspiration in the purpose 
for which Christ became incarnate. | : 
Paul declares the purpose of this incarnation to be 
sacrificial death. 


He was made; “a little lower than_the angels for 
the suffering of death”; and that he “by the grace of 
God should taste death for every man” (Heb. 2:9). 

Dr. Fosdick’s program of preaching for himself and 
the students whom he would prepare for the min- 
istry contradicts Paul’s program from beginning to 
end. 

Paul determined to know nothing but Christ and 
him crucified. : . 

Dr. Fosdick determines to know nothing but Christ 
and him — non-crucified. - 

Dr. Fosdick preaches that Christ came into the 
world to live for men. ; 

Paul preaches that Christ came into the world to 
die for men. 

Dr. Fosdick preaches the unfolding of a divine life 
in men, ~ F ‘ , 

Paul says the natural man is at enmity with God, 
is not subject to the law of God and neither indeed 
can be. 

Dr. Fosdick says man is ever ascending to the 
heights where God dwells in Christ. . 

Paul says he is ever descending, and left to him- 
self will depart from God forever. 


Dr. Fosdick insists that man has the nucleus of 
spiritual life in him. : , 

Paul says he is dead in trespasses and sins. 

There is no point or place of compromise between 
Dr.. Fosdick and the Apostle Paul. ; 

If you accept Dr. Fosdick you must reject Paul. 

If you accept Paul you must reject Dr. Fosdick. 

Dr. Fosdick preaches altogether another Gospel than 
that of Paul. 

Paul says if any man preach any other Gospel 
than that he preaches he is to be accursed. 

Here are his exact words: 

“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. : 

“As we said before, so say I now again, If any 
man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:8, 9). 

He declares his Gospel is not of man: ~_ 

“I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which: was 
preached of me is not after man. : 

“For I neither received it of man, neither was I 
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 
13 Ef, 12). i 

The Ba that stirred the world and set_Chris- 
tianity in the earth was not the Gospel of Dr. Fosdick. 


(To be continued in next week’s issue) 


Why I Debated with a Modernist 
(Concluded from page 343) 


the evidences of misunderstanding and misapprehen- 
sion. ne of the greatest evangelists and Bible ex- 
positors, and one of the most thoroughgoing Funda- 
mentalists in our country, for example, in addition to 
other kind things has this to say about the debates: 
You did the greatest work of your life in accepting the 
challenge for these debates. It means more for the 
truth than any other thing that was ever done in New 
York. And the influence reaches far beyond New York. 


Best of all, however, I rejoice with joy unspeakable 
over the fact that there were conversions as a result 
of each one of these debates. There were some’ very 
precious and notable instances of the direct working 
of God’s Holy Spirit in regenerating the hearts of 
some who perhaps had never heard the true Gospel 
before they listened to it during these discussions. 

I recall the case of one young man—a very able 
and lovable lad and the son of a widowed mother. 
I had known her in a former pastorate in another 


state, and I knew that her heart had been long bur-: 


dened. for the salvation of that dear boy. I did not 
even know that he was present in the vast congre- 
gation that attended the first debate. I had been quite 
ill and got out of a sick bed to come to the debate. 
When it was over, therefore, I hurried out as soon as 
possible, and while I was waiting in my automobile 
forthe other members of my family to join me— they 
having been held up by the crush of people inside — 
this young man came up to shake hands with me and 
to thank me for my effort in the debate. I saw that 
he was deeply moved and that he seemed to be touched 
by what I had said concerning the Bible as God's 
Word and the glory of the old-time faith. 

So I invited him to come into the automobile, and he 
sat down beside me. I soon saw evidences that the 
Holy Spirit was dealing with him, and I was then led 
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to ask him if he would not go farther than a mere 
expression of appreciation for the truth that he had 
listened to, and act upon that truth by accepting the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour from sin. Shaken 
with profound emotion, and with tears upon his cheeks, 
he told me that an arrow of conviction about his own 
sin had come to him during the debate, and he then 
and there made a full and joyful surrender to Jesus 
Christ as Redeemer and Lord. I baptized him the 
following Lord’s Day, and found the soul-winner’s re- 
ward and joy not only in the evidences of peace and 
grace that had come to him, but in the rejoicing of 
his mother over answered prayer. 

There are other such instances that might be given. 
A brother pastor, for example, wrote me following 
the last debate—that on the Deity of our Lord, in 
which I laid great stress on the atonement of Christ 
and his present power to save sinners—that he was 
baptizing the following Sunday a woman who had 
been turned from her errors and had been converted 
at the debate. 

The messages that have come in from the great 
host of people who heard the debates over the radio 
have contained evidences of wide-spread good accom- 
plished by these discussions. Like evidences are also 
beginning to come in now that the debates have been 
put into printed form; and the books containing these 
debate messages are carrying into ever wider circles 
the saving truths of God. While the full discussion is 
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given in the case of each debate, —the one on “The 
Infallibility of the Bible,” the one on “Evolution versus 
Creation,” the one on “The Virgin Birth,” and the one 
on “The Deity of Our Lord” —I am convinced, from 
the expressions that are reaching me, that the very 
radicalism and foolishness of Mr. Potter’s skeptical 
utterances are serving as a dark background to make 
the glorious truths of God shine out all the clearer. 
Best, of all, I have had the witness of the Spirit in 
my own heart that I was within the will of God, and 
I eee | know that I was proclaiming the truth of 
God in all these debates. They meant to me a colossal 
amount of extra labor, and yet I found a joy in it all 
which enabled me to carry these extra burdens in ad- 
— to the responsibilities of my church and editorial 
work, 
May I make, therefore, in closing, a personal ap- 
eal to all the readers of our beloved Sunday School 
imes that they will pray the Lord of the harvest that 
he will enable his true children to garner in the precious 
sheaves wherever the seed has fallen and produce a 
harvest from this sowing, and that we may all follow 
the proclamation of God’s truth in these debates with 
such faithful personal work for the lost that many 
others who may have been influenced by these old- 
fashioned truths may be brought into the peace of 
God that passeth all understanding, and service in the 
kingdom of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? 
New York City. 








How God brought me to see that it was 
not my gifts but myself that He wanted 








My Stewardship 


By a Business Man 














A wealthy man was once solicited for a contribution to a charity. 
** Do you mean the widow’s mite >’’ asked the solicitor. 


the rich man. 
be satisfied with half as much as she gave. 
replied the wealthy man. 


How much are you worth? ’ said the other. 
** Give me, then, your check for $35,000 ; that will be half as much as the widow 


‘* Yes, I must give you my mite,’’ said 
** Certainly, ’’ was the reply. ‘‘I shall 
‘* About $70,000, ’’ 


gave, for she, you know, gave ‘all that she had, even all her living. ’’’ 

It was the truth that God wanted, not part of his substance, but all, including his very self, that brought an- 
other rich man into the joy of stewardship for the Lord, and his personal testimony to God’s faithfulness is here given. 
This message may be had in leaflet form, free, by addressing the Silver Publishing Society, 1013 Bessemer Build- 


ing, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


S A YOUNG man who at an early age helped 

the family exchequer, I did not get to finish 

my public school education, but instead had a 
valuable business experience lasting five years in one 
of the private banking houses of those days. While 
there I saw a great deal of stock speculation on 
margins—men neglecting the legitimate to get money 
easily, sometimes with very disastrous results. Real 
estate proved.very attractive, and at an early age I 
was speculating in it, my conscience approving of 
the methods in real estate while disapproving of the 
apparent gamble of stock speculations due to the lack 
of “deliveries” in stocks. 

At twenty-five years of age, I met a man whose 
life seemed comfortable and contented, and know- 
ing his rating at about $50,000, it became my fixed 
purpose to accumulate that. amount and no more. 
This became a conviction, just when I cannot say, 
but I promised myself that by the time I was thirty 
I would arrive at that goal. I recall that on my 
thirtieth birthday I was only slightly over half way 
to my goal of $50,000, so went right along, as events 
were shaping rapidly that year, and by the time the 
thirty-first milestone was- before me, I was over the 
$50,000 and was going sixty miles an hour toward 
$100,000. 

Now, the reason I put a $50,000 limit on it at all 
was due, I think, to my early education on morals and 
religion at home, and my observations in the busi- 
ness world, I saw that home teachings were correct, 
as any fair-minded boy must. see and admit, and that 
it is dangerous to become rich. “How hardly shall 
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
heaven” indicated to me a great pressure, under which 
oor man might fear to stand and escape paying the 

ill. 

But this thing of making money so rapidly was 
like champagne to my brain. And who was ever 
known to try to put on the brakes when money was 
coming so fine and easy—down-grade through rich 
harvest field of golden crops of money? It was a 
streak of national prosperity, when everything one 
touched as an investment literally turned to gold. 
was a bank cashier by that time, and a director in 
two other banks, and many men of wealth and 
standing spoke to me with real deference; some told 
me I would far outdistance my father, who had been 
a very successful banker. It was like riding~over 
golden ties in a beautiful car called “Reputation” (the 
ties representing a thousand dollars each); and I 
recall how very fast they were being laid before me— 
one day a broker, in trying to get me to sell some 
property, actually called attention to the fact that 
he was offering me a profit of $2,000 a day for the 
short time I had owned it. 

I was speeding on now “without stopping to think,” 
even the $100,000 mark buried away behind. I was 
speeding away from the town of “Poverty,” in which 
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I was raised and knew so well—past the town of 
“Enough,” when I passed that $50,000 mark—past the- 
town of “Very Comfortable” when the $100,000 was 
left behind. At least that is the way it looked to me— 
until one day it dawned on me that I should not 
appear as any kind of a speculator, occupying the 
position of trust that I did in the public eye—so I 
left the banking business and was a free lance. More 
golden ties were constantly laid, one nice home was 
left for another new one, more costly to build, more 
expensive to maintain. I remember well when I 
persuaded my wife we could afford two servants. 

_My conscience had to correct me at times. It was 
a temptation (not always overcome) not to tell the 
whole truth when deals involving half a million were 
on the table before me—let the other fellow keep his 
eyes open—I would of course do no legal wrong, I 
would not deny the truth if it were put squarely at 
me at any time. But the champagne had gone to my 
brain. I was worth hundreds of thousands at thirty- 
seven, and it kept me busy looking after it. I said to 
myself: “Yes, the Lord gave me brains and clever- 
ness in looking out for myself. And have I not made 
a thousand deals in a row without once getting the 
worst end of it, until the best men in our city of a 
million people show caution in dealing with me in 
my favorite commodity?” I even remember assent- 
ing to the idea that if the Lord wanted to separate 
me. from my property, he would have a hard time 
doing it. In other words, “Is this not great Babylon 
that I have builded with the might of my power?” 
Whata poor fool I was! Did I forget my early train- 
ing? Oh, no, I was a professing Christian and a 
teacher in the Sabbath school, I went-to church 
every Sabbath and sent my children to Sabbath 
school, insisted upon their learning portions of the 
Scripture each Sabbath as I had been taught to do; 
and some of those early teachings of my mother re- 
mained as clear and positive in my memory as the 
most important figures of any deals then pending. 

But the possessions at times seemed to demand 
little things that my conscience did not approve of. 
My pride, after a while, often overcame my scruples, 
and it L ame easier to push conscience aside—for 
had I not gone ahead and built up a machine, a 
good-sized one, and everything had to give place to 
it? I was interested in so many things that de- 
manded plenty of the oil of “utter absorption” to 
keep the big machine running smoothly. At first I did 
not at all mind the demands made upon me, at least 
not as long as money-making went with it. It was 
these very favorable conditions that lured me on, 
until the national prosperity began to ease up; the 
tide as it were began to recede, and many were left 
stranded high and dry, away up on the beach of 
“Financial Ruin.” 

Being naturally careful, I was in better shape, but 
the big machine kept demanding even greater quan- 
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tities of the “utter absorption” oil, and the quality 
of the oil was at times poor by reason of the “carbon” 
of anxiety. There were months and years when my 
children say they could at times ask me for a thou- 
sand dollars, and I would answer “yes” in my pre- 
occupation over shrinking values and maturing obli- 
gations. The old adage that a man’s liabilities never 
shrink, but his assets always do, was true with me. 
My total financial worth, without any direct losses, 
had shrunk one-half. The Lord was beginning his 
most valuable lesson with me. But I had no time 
for the Lord. It seemed absolutely necessary that 
every waking thought should go toward the man- 
agement of my affairs. I was as a friend expressed 
it, “Like a rat with his head in a trap—it was not 
more cheese I was aiter, I just wanted to get out.” 

Now I had supported many benevolences in my 
prosperity, more than a tenth had gone to the poor, 
the sick, and the heathen; I thought the Lord should 
consider that and come to my relief, as my health had 
been suffering under the constant, long-drawn-out 
strain. But I was to learn that it was not my money 
the Lord wanted—he wants no man’s money; he 
wanted me, 

It is an old law that what a man sows, that he must 
reap. I had given up almost everything for that big 
machine. I think if I had quit at about the one hun- 
dred thousand or two hundred thousand dollar mark, 
I would have continued to own and control my busi- 
ness and, maybe, serve my God first, This may not 
be every man’s mark, it may be higher or lower. But 
above that figure, my business, through the law of 
habit, owned and controlled me and led me whither- 
soever it would with chains of my own forging, just 
as it is doing with many others. 

Then the Lord made me need him. My health 
completely gave way. To my great surprise I was 
told I was the most selfish man in town, and it was 
true, every word of it—notwithstanding the fact that 
my family had had every comfort, and even in 
cramped financial conditions I had continued to give 
my tenth to benevolence. That “utter absorption” 
oil, absolutely necessary to the accumulation of 
wealth in these days of competition and limited op- 
portunity, had short-circuited my batteries. I had 
a hard problem to solve. Just how a man broken 
down nervously could recuperate, with the sheriff 
serving mortgage scire facias foreclosures on him 
every few minutes (for there were lots of mort- 

ages), I could not conceive. So I stuck to the ship 
or years, with a short-circuited battery; my mind 
would not stop; without any power my brain went 
grinding ahead until my affairs finally in good shape 
required no further “utter absorption.” ne of the 
latest discoveries in the science of body chemistry is 
the great tearing-down process that goes on when 
the mind is not care-free, and my mind so long bur- 
dened, could not quit. You know what it is to be 
self-possessed and contented—well, I was the oppo- 
site from that, self-centered, and worse than discon- 
tented—it was a disease, not a condition. 

If only I had turned to the Lord sooner,—for he 
was patiently waiting for me to quit feeding on the 
husks that the world feeds on. Bank notes and their 
equivalent are a dry diet for a professing Christian; 
not one drop of the water ofi life is in them, 

They put me to bed to take the rest cure, and while 
there I read a little book called “The Christian’s 
Secret of a Happy Life,” by H. W. Smith (may 
be had from the Christian Life Literature Fund, 
80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, -Phil- 
adelphia, $1), given me by, my brother, From it 
I learned that my will was the nearest thing to 
me there is, and that the trees and flowers, also 
created by God, without a will, turn to him in a life 
of trust, as do also the birds, whose sweet song indi- 
cates perfect peace and trust within—not knowing 
where their next meal is coming from. And I, 
created with a will, had insisted upon being my own 
pilot, and, while professing to trust God, had gone 
running ahead, even in my daily prayers, really de- 
manding of God that he go my way, do my will, help 
me in th. way I thought I should be helped. 

When I realized that I should live a life of trust, 
like the birds and the flowers, and really surrender 
my will to God, I tried to do it, but could not at 
first, until in prayer I told my Saviour that I wanted 
him absolutely to rule my life hereafter, And in 
proof of that it seemed necessary that I should offer 
to stand on a box on the main street of our little 
suburb and preach the Gospel. Having visualized this 
to myself in this manner and being entirely sincere in 
it, I then knew that I had surrendered, and so did the 
Lord, for he gave me peace and joy in my heart. 

The Lord taught me what it meant to trust him for 
both physical and spiritual needs, and to leave my- 
self and all my possessions utterly in his care, and to 
believe him when he says, “Casting all your care 
upon him, for he careth for you.” When I reached 
that, I became carefree, happy, and trustful—for 
how long? Just one day at a time. For example, I 
had to make this rule with myself pertaining to my 
morning watch: “No Bible, no breakfast.” 

All this was a mere beginning. My yielding to 
God’s will, daily, began a work of grace in my heart. 
For a while I was having victories when I should 
have had victory over self. I soon discovered I 
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could not live in any degree the self-life and also 
obey God’s wishes in everything. I found obedience 
highly important, in that God must always come first 
and that I must obey every suggestion of my con- 
science, which, by the way, had gotten wonderfully 
active. 

One day it came to me in the most positive man- 
ner that I must permanently decide whether my con- 
sent to the self-life would have any place in my life, 
or whether Christ was to have it altogether. It was 
proof to me that I still had more ground to sur- 
render, and also that the self-life must be kept un- 
derneath if Christ was to dominate my life in every- 
thing. It seemed a very hard thing to do, just to 
give up entirely everything else, as the self-life was 
much stronger within me than I had any idea it was; 
but I finally determined to cut loose from it entirely. 

It was like an open wound when I made this de- 
cision, and yet Christ’s presence in my heart has been 
since then a most blessed and almost constant 
reality, his grace has been sufficient for me con- 
stantly. My besetting sins, such as temper, pride, 
and criticising others, are more and more overcome, 
and I am occupying ground farther up the hill in my 
battle against self and temptation than I ever occu- 
pied before. And besides what this work of grace 
in my heart means to me, I have a constant desire to 
have others enjoy the richness cf God’s grace. Not 
being a public speaker, I yet find numerous ways I can 
serve Him throughout the day. 

One of my faults hardest to overcome is thut of 
judging others. Christ said, “I have not come to 
judge the world, but to save the world”; and to 
think he lived with Judas three years and never had 
an unkind thought of him! 

Prayer is no longer a duty—it is a joy, a real privi- 
lege, and all I have, my possessions, are His—He is 
the owner. Surely I have but a vested right in every- 
thing I hold, when my ownership may cease any day. 
God did not want my paltry gifts of money, He 
wanted me first and WITHOUT RESERVATION. 
The Master never spoke of money except in terms of 
need; that is all my money is good for—needs. It 
is my heart, my intellect, my soul, he wants. God 
thought enough of me to send his mdst precious 
Son, my Saviour, “Who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree, that we being dead to sins 
should live unto righteousness.” 

Each morning I shut myself in my room, away 
from interruption, and read my Bible, asking God to 
speak to me out of it; and with my heart applying 
each truth to myself, I receive many helpful truths 
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that stay with me and guide me through the day. 
Then in prayer I seek fellowship with my Maker 
and my Saviour, asking that my will be submerged 
in his will and humbly asking that divine wisdom and 
guidance be mine—and when. the self-life has been 
put aside and the Holy Spirit comes and dwells 
within, I have peace and joy. I then pray for others 
and many things in kingdom work. I go to business 
full of joy and happiness, and work is play. Of 
course I have my temptations and the old self-life to 
deal with, but never once, when during the day I 
turn to the Lord momentarily in prayer, but what 
troublesome matters and temptations are eliminated 
and the days are happy and peaceful throughout. 

A remarkable outcome of my business affairs was 
that the same year I found the Lord and was truly 
converted, my partners in a lucrative business wanted 
to sell out. In a most exceptional manner I was able 
to finance the purchase of their interests, and the 
business even while I was sick and away for many 
months afterward, under God’s blessing and through 
a junior partner He furnished, has gone forward in 
leaps and bounds, having almost doubled in three 
years’ time, until it is almost the largest of its kind 
in America. 

I have moved away from “Luxury” and “Riches.” 
You can tell by these last paragraphs I am living in a 
different atmosphere, For there is a suburb up in the 
mountain-tops above “Luxury” and “Riches”—it is 
known as “Stewardship,” a most delightful place. 
From this height one’s vision is greatly broadened. 
Some men and women living there have never been 
deceived by riches—from the first bloom of youth 
their lives have known the meaning of that verse, 
“I have come that ye might have life and that ye 
might have it more abundantly”; both spiritually and 
physically they enjoy life to the full. They are do- 
ing the biggest and best work for Christ and hu- 
manity—men and women with finely trained minds, 
rich in the possession of a trained life for their 
Saviour. Then there are others whose health the 
Lord had to touch, like myself—and still others, 
some wealthy people, whose consecrated wealth in 
kingdom work should be known from Maine to Cali- 
fornia as an inspiration to others. 

There is a finely graded, well-lighted highway 
leading from “Enough” past “Very Comfortable,” to 
the delightful town of “Stewardship.” Any one can 

The road from “Luxury” and “Riches” is 
steep and dangerous, so much so that few if any of 
those living there ever climb it. In fact, most of 
them deny there is such a place. 














Making the Most of Your Primary Department 


How the Primary teacher can make the Sunday-school 
hour the most helpful and attractive in the whole week 


By Elsie Lena Mills 











“IVE me a child until he is seven,” say the Cath- 

olics, “and we care not who has him after that.” 
Have we, as Protestants, interested in the Sunday- 
school, given as much thought to the Primary Depart- 
ment as it merits? Have we realized that the little 
child, with his wonderfully delicate and sensitive or- 
ganism, susceptible to every impression, good or bad, 
with neither sufficient intellect nor experience to ra- 
tionally refute the bad, like a sponge, absorbs all he 
sees and hears? 

Have we realized that these first impressions, these 
first paths worn in the nervous system, are the most 
vivid and last to fade? It is at this age, before the 
paths in the nervous system become worn too deeply 
for easy eradication, that undesirable habits and impres- 
sions can be counteracted. What a wonderful priv- 
ilege here for the teacher to discover and weed out the 
inhibitory tendencies, planting instead those ideas that 
will weed for the development of a Christian char- 
acter 

How can the Primary teacher make the hour in 
the Sunday-school one of the most attractive in the 
whole week ? 

In the first place, the room itself should be one of 
the largest, sunniest, and prettiest in the building. Cur- 
tains and flowers at the windows, rugs on the floor, 
and pictures on the wall, all add to the attractiveness 
of the room and appeal to the child, especially if the 
picture is one from his home or the flower one grown 
all by himself. The wise teacher will do well to de- 
velop this sense of ownership in the room, particularly 
in those who care little for Sunday-school, 

In the one-room country church, it is essential that 
the children be protected from the attractive counter- 
stimuli of the other classes. Factory cotton curtains 
hung on wires and drawn back or removed for church 
service, quite effectually accomplish this. 

Obviously, little chairs should be provided for the 
little folks. 

A musical instrument is a great attraction and in- 
valuable for singing and marching. 

A blackboard and colored chalk are absolutely es- 
sential. Every child loves bright colors, and the suc- 
cessful Primary teacher will capitalize this instinct by 





letting the children take turns in choosing the chalk 
and marking collection and attendance, or, better still, 
this can be a reward for good behavior, attendance at 
church, or what not. 

_ Another never failing source of interest is watch- 
ing the teacher illustrate the lesson, either originally 
or using “Little Jetts.” The previous dotting in of 
the lines to be later traced in class is helpful to the 
teacher who feels she can not easily draw freehand. 

A maxim in pedagogy is, “Use as many appeals.to 
the child’s mind as possible.” He will remember the 
lesson text, for instance, much longer if he sees it, 
hears, colors, and cuts it out, or builds it with letters 
cut from advertisements and re-enforced with card- 
board. This last feeling, or kinesthetic sense, used in 
conjunction with the visual and the auditory senses is 
considered by modern phychologists one of the most 
effective means in teaching. 

Little tables, or in a large room a long kindergarten 
table, preferably with folding legs, around which the 
children may gather to do their handwerk, is a great 
aid in developing that freedom and sociability that 
teachers in the day school are striving for. 

Another medium for the expression of the kines- 
thetic sense is a sand-table,—the larger the better. 
It can be made of any oblong-shaped, shallow box, 
preferably of or lined with zinc, mounted on secure 
legs at the proper height for the children. Whether 
it is an instinct or not to dabble in the sand, the sheer 
physical delight of it has a universal appeal to the 
little child. There are countless ways to use a sand- 
table. The class can make the topographical setting 
of the lesson, can use cardboard boxes for houses and 
crossed toothpicks for people. Happy is the one chosen 
to impersonate a character and to manipulate himself, 
or in prosaic terminology, the toothpicks, up hill, 
across rivers, or wherever the lesson takes him! 

The very word “make-believe” is magical to a wee 
tot. The wise teacher will capitalize this instinct as 
well and let every lesson be acted out, every character 
be impersonated. Thanks to the blessed imaginative 
sense of the child, the length of the room becomes ten 
er a hundred miles, a chair a throne, and a playmate 
in his ordinary clothes a king-or queen in wonderful 











—— 














A, Nemo 
‘’o er 














—_— 














Say 


Vega IACI Si a, 





4 Rete 
> 


Lesson for June 7 
Acts 10:1 to 11:18 


robes. To avoid any unnecessary confusion, it is well 
for the teacher to have with her a clearly defined plan 
of the day’s dramatizatioh. 
‘Undoubtedly, all these suggestions entail work for 
the Primary teacher in the Sunday-school, but the 
consciousness of having made this one hour on Sunday 
so’ delightful that: each child will want to come again, 
is sufficient compensation for the time spent. 


Harrisvittz, N, B., CAN. 


A helpful book on Primary Department work, to 
read in connection with the above article is “Our Pri- 
mary Department,” by William D, Murray. It may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, at 75 cents. 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in. these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: For some time I have read the 
letters of perplexed ones and your answers with much 
interest. I come now asking advice for my problem. 

My father and mother taught me as I grew up that if 
I always acted a lady, that men would respect me as 
such and that I would have no trouble. I believed what 
I was taught and acted accordingly. It has been as they 
said. 

I have a peculiar feeling toward purity, in fact, I feel 
that I’d lose my self-respect and all in life that is 
worth while, if I hadn’t demanded respect from every 
gentleman with whom I have gone or with whom I have 
been associated. I have such warp and woof feelings 
toward purity I can’t compromise.  — 

Lately I have been informed by my best gentleman 
friend that there’s a great difference in men and women, 
that men cannot resist temptation like women, that they 
are more passionate, and that very few live pure, clean, 
moral lives. 

I am surprised, and I am hurt. He also told me that 
a man who could and would resist is a “sissy” and an 
element of manhood was lacking in him. Is this true? 

I have never believed in double standards. My brothers 
and I were taught the same things, true they did not 
adhere to our parents’ teachings as we girls did; and 
as I think back over it, perhaps my friend is right. 

But how can I promise myself to a young man who has 
“gone the gaits” as slang puts it? I can’t help feeling 
that a man who has not lived as he should ought to seek 
a wife of the same character, and together they could 
sympathize, and be careful in bringing up their children. 

don’t want a “sissy,” but oh, how can I marry a 
man who has not lived as I have tried to do? It seems 
to me that it takes a stronger person to resist temptation 
than it does to yield. 

I'd like to hear from you 6n this subject. I don’t want 
to be too hard; but I do want the right thing done. I can 
forgive, but in a case of this kind I might not forget. 

Character to me is the foundation on which to build a 
true Christian life, after accepting Christ as your per- 
sonal Saviour. 

If men cannot resist temptations as women, why are 
women called the weaker? I believe in “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengtheneth me,” for both 
men and women. 


M. DEAR GIRL: Yours is a very interesting let- 
ter, and strikes at the heart of many a marital 
trouble of to-day. Oh, my dear, do not yield your con- 
victions and do not shatter the foundation upon which 
you have built! You are right, absolutely, in your 
thinking, and you are having a temptation presented 
to you that will take God to break down! : 

Your feeling toward purity is right, and let no evil- 
minded man talk you from it, and do not be found 
taking a weak stand, as if to condone sin in man! 
Sin is sint Evil is not to be trifled with, and because 
some man has yielded, do not let him think for a 
moment he can change your ideas of purity. Only 
the blood of Christ can get rid of the dark spot! He 
would like to excuse himself on the ground of being 
tempted more than a woman, but God is able to suc- 
cor them that are tempted, “and will make a way of 
escape” ! 

Keep yourself in the hands of God, and you will find 
your convictions will be strengthened, and you will see 
weakness just as it now appears to you. Your idéas 
are God-given and you should thank God devoutly 
for them, But you will find the Devil will do his ut- 
most with subtlety and intrigue, to decoy you from 
your stand! The evil one knows your thoughts are 
right thoughts, and it is his purpose to overthrow 
“everything that counts for God and righteousness. 

Promise yourself “to a young man who has gone 
the gaits’? If you do, you must reap the harvest! 
God has given you the desires for the true and pure, 
and if you deliberately throw them away, you will 
never rise to your best in Christ Jesus, or bring a 
family into the best that you can have in life, by vir- 
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tue of your ideals, which have been planted in you by 
godly parents. 

More and more I hate the Devil for his pressure 
upon the good and true, and pray for you that you will 
run from all that will lead from’God! A man who is 
willing to be untrue now may feel the same after mar- 
riage, and why should you pay the price of his sin- 
ning in your own life and those of your children? 
He may excuse himself, as selfishness would lead him 
to, but could you? 

Now understand me, God does forgive sin, and 
forgets it (marvelous mercy!), but a man who has a 
double standard before marriage will also have it after, 
unless his regeneration has been so thorough that he 
is a changed man, and then all will depend on his 
continued relation with God. There will be no trouble 
with God, but there will be a question whether he 
will live up to his privileges in God. Be careful how 
you trust your life in the hands of one who thinks as 
you say this man does! 

Women have so much influence in the purity of the 
country, that it has been said truly we rise no higher 
than our women! Men can resist temptation as well 
as women, if they will! God has never offered strength 
and victory to us as man and woman! He offers to 
each according to our needs. Be firm in your decisions 
to demand purity, and godliness, and do not take any- 
thing less! May God give you the greatest victory, 
and show you he is sufficient for these things! 


Sunday School Times Night 
at Station WBAP— June 6 


O ITS readers and friends, The Sunday School 

4 Times owes no small debt of gratitude and appre- 
ciation for multiplying its ministry through the hearty 
words of recommendation given from time to time to 
those who are not acquainted with it, Letters are 
constantly being received mentioning the ways in 
which readers and subscribers of The Sunday School 
Times are passing on to others the messages found 
in its pages. Recently a letter was received from 
Iowa, saying that the writer had heard The Sunday 
School Times mentioned in a Sunday-school lesson 
broadcast from Schenectady, N. Y., and asking for 
a copy of the issue of the Times containing a poem 
read during the course of that radio lesson. 

For several years, Mrs. W. F. Barnum, teacher of 
the Radio Bible Class of Station WBAP, Star-Tele- 
gram, Fort Worth, Tex., has been mentioning and 
quoting The Sunday School Times in teaching the 
Sunday-school lesson from that station, but, as she 
writes in a recent letter, “We want to do more than 
that, we covet The Sunday School Times for every 
household.” 

So on Saturday evening, June 6, from 7.30 to 8.00 
P, M. Central Standard time, the review of the In- 
ternational Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, June 7, 
as broadcast by Mrs. Barnum from Station WBAP, 
will be dedicated to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, and the teaching of the lesson will be built 
around the lesson articles appearing in this present 
issue of the Times. Readers and friends of The Sun- 
day School Times are invited to “listen in,” on a 
se length of 476 meters, to the teaching of the 
esson, 

An article written by Mrs. Barnum, which appeared 
in the Radio Issue of The Sunday School Times of 
April 14, 1923, told some of the blessed experiences 
she has had in the work of broadcasting the Sunday- 
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school lesson every week. For nearly three years 
rs. Barnum’s weekly ministry has continued, and 
only once in that time has another given the lesson 
for her. 
_ Many, of course, who “listen in,” never register 
in the Radio Bible Class, but the known membership 
of the class has grown steadily until at present it 
totals 3,650 members, Mrs. Barnum writes: “The 
radio broadcast of the Sunday-school lesson has grown 
more fascinating with the months and years, because 
of the manifest interest from many sources, — pastors, 
Sunday-school teachers, doctors, lawyers, bankers, 
ranchmen on the ‘top of the world’ in Montana, the 
busy mother and housewife, the farmer and his fam- 
ily in many states, shut out from any access to church 
and Sunday-school during the long winter months, and 
best of all, the long list of the Father's ‘shut-ins,’ many 
of whom never leave their homes. It has been a very 
gracious blessing to my heart, as we have come to 
study together the Word of God every Saturday eve- 
ning. 

If you have a radio set powerful enough to reach 
Fort Worth, will you “tune in,” at 7.30 Central Stan- 
dard Time, and share in the lesson dedicated to The 
Sunday School Times? Mrs. Barnum will be glad 
to hear personally from as many of The Sunday 
School Times family as would like to write to her, in 
care of Station WBAP, The Star-Telegram, Fort 
Worth, Tex. 

The lack of a radio set that will reach Fort Worth 
need not prevent you from having a real share in the 
weekly Sunday-school lesson broadcast from Station 
WBAP. Mrs. Barnum covets the prayers of God's 
people that this witness for the Lord Jesus Christ may 
be continued and that she may be given wisdom and 
understanding in teaching and in the correspondence 
which comes as a natural result of so wide a minis- 
try. And so you may have a real prayer partnership 
in the teaching of the Word from this station. Mrs. 
Barnum would be glad to hear from any who are 
praying regularly for her radio ministry. 


Bringing and Using Their Own Bibles 
By Howard A. Davis 


HE teachers and officers of the Portage Park 

Baptist Sunday-school of Chicago decided at 
their regular monthly meeting last December to take 
up the study of the Whole Bible Lesson Course be- 
ginning with the first Sunday in January. A Bible 
school is essentially a school where the Bible is studied, 
and no lesson helps of ‘any kind are given to the 
scholars, excepting that each Sunday they are given a 
list of questions dealing with the following Sunday’s 
lesson, and they are required to go to the Bible for 
the answers to those questions. 

Every one fell in promptly with the new order of 
things, and now it is not only the pastor and the dea- 
cons who are seen on Sunday morning in the vicinity 
of the church with their Bibles under their arms, but 
we also see men and women of all ages, boys and girls, 
and even the little tots carrying their Bibles. Those 
who did not have Bibles of their own were promptly 
supplied by the school, through the efficient mission- 
ary superintendent. At first it was thought necessary 
to run a contest, with suitable Bible markers as a 
reward, as an inducement for ‘the scholars to bring 
their Bibles to school for a given number of Sundays. 
That plan produced excellent results. 

The present plan is that of marking on the black- 
board the names of the 100 percent Bible classes, — 
that is, each scholar, including th> teacher, in that 
particular class must have brought his or her Bible. 
This creates a rivalry among the classes and has proved 
a very successful means of getting the scholars to bring 
their Bibles. They are not allowed to leave their 
Bibles in the building, but are required to carry them 
back and forth each Sunday. Out of the fourteen 
classes in the school, with an enrolment of about one 
hundred and sixty, it is not an unusual thing to see 
the names of ten classes written on the blackboard, 
thus indicating that that number were 100 percent Bible 
classes for that particular Sunday, and on several oc- 
casions all of the classes have had their names on the 
blackboard. = 

Since starting the Whole Bible Lesson Course the 
pastor of the church has been conducting a class for 
the teachers on each Wednesday evening just before 
the regular prayer-meeting, at which time he gives the 
lesson for the following Sunday. In this way the 
teachers, in addition to their own study of the lesson 
from the Bible, are given valuable instruction in each 
lesson as well as in the method of teaching.. 

CHICAGO, 

te 


Two conservative Bible scholars of the present day 
have together prepared for The Sunday School Times 
a leaflet giving a list of books which provide the very 
cream of the defense of the historic Christian faith. 
These scholars are the late Dr. Griffith Thomas, the 
well-known Bible teacher and author, and Dr. Leander 
S. Keyser, of Hamma Divinity School of Wittenberg 
College,- Springfield, Ohio (to be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadele 


phia, at 50 cts. a dozen, $4 a hundred, § cts. each). 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 7. PETER’S BROADENING VISION’ + 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 10:1 to 11: 18 
Golden Text.—Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons.—Acts 10: 34 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt. D. 


The Rev. W. Graham Seroggie, of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
whose ministry in writing ‘The Lesson as a Whole”’ has 
meant so much to readers of The Sunday School Times, 
has been obliged by ill health following an operation to 
lay aside all literary work for a few months. Dr. Banke, 
himself convalescing from a severe operation of last year, 
has graciously responded to the Times’ request to furnish 
this article until Mr. Scroggie is able to take it up again, 
and readers will find rich and unusual illumination from 
Dr. Banks’ study. May we all keep these two men of God 
in our prayers, that God's hand of healing and empower- 
ing may be upon them both. 


Foreword 


T WILL be best in teaching to concentrate on 
11: 5-18, Peter’s summary of chapter 10, and re- 
inforce as necessary from that latter chapter. 


The Historical Setting 


Paul is to be the great missionary to the Gentiles, 
but to Peter was entrusted the keys of the kingdom 
(Matt. 16:19). When Paul is temporarily in ob- 
scurity at Tarsus, Peter fits the key into the barred 
door of Gentile ignorance of God and truth. Peter 
used the first key at Pentecost when the Spirit fell 
upon the Jews; some think a second time in Samaria 
(8: 14-16), and a third time here. Supernatural prep- 
aration, in order to enable Peter to use that third key, 
is seen in the angel appearances, the visions, the voice, 
and the “sayings” of the Spirit. Even so does the 
supernatural appear on the day of Pentecost. The 
Apostolic Church was born from above. Its cradle 
was rocked by angels, and the Holy Spirit was its 
nurse. Judea’s prejudice against Gentiles was worse 
than India’s caste. Race prejudice in our day 
is not so strong as it was then between Jew and 
Gentile. Only God could do away with it in a genera- 
tion in a bloodless revolution as great as any in his- 
tory. “It is little less marvelous than the resurrection 
of the dead,” says Stifler. 


The Expository Meaning 

Chapter 10, verse 1—A certain man in Caesarea, 
Cornelius by name, a centurion of the band called the 
Italian band . . . Two men are living up to the light 
they have. One sees through a glass darkly, the other’s 
vision is flooded with glory. One is a seeker after 
God, the other has marvelously found him. God is 
to take advantage of all this to inaugurate one of the 
greatest acts in his divine program of the ages. In 
this Roman city of the Cesars, Cornelius was friendly 
to Judaism. He would never, however, have dared 
scale the Chinese wall between himself and it, of his 
own initiative. But God tells him to do so. Though 
a Roman, he observed the Jewish prayer hours, and 
is of such a fine character that even Jewish bigotry 
can point no finger at him. He is not an autocrat 
like that other centurion (Luke 7:8), but shares his 
0 gaa with some of his own soldiers and house- 
ol 


Verse 5.—Send men to Joppa, and fetch one Simon. 
God chose Cornelius as the Gentile with whom Peter 
was to begin his Gentile ministry. It must have been 
encouraging to Cornelius to hear that Peter had so far 
shed Jewish bigotry as to be willing to board and lodge 
with a despised tanner. In addition to the good re- 
ports of this Roman officer, Peter must have noticed 
the evidence of respect in his sending three men to be 
the escort; and in the character of the men selected. 
God is a supreme judge of both human and divine 
nature. 


Verse 27.—He_.. . findeth many come together. 
There were 120 who were gathered together when the 
Spirit fell at Pentecost. There are doubtless very 
many more here. Here are the family, kinsmen, serv- 
ants, and devout soldiers, who make up the personnel 
of Cornelius’ household. They are the witnesses of 
the Gentile Pentecost. 


Chapter 11, verse 1.—The apostles and the brethren 
... in Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received 
the word of God. The news traveled quickly. God did 
not have such an easy task convincing Peter that the 
Gentiles should have the Gospel on equal terms with 
the Jews, and Peter does not have an easy time, fully 
convinced as he himself was, with his colleagues and 
the Jerusalem Church. 

Verse 2—They ... contended with him, Those 
who here heard Peter were persuaded, and rejoiced 
with him in this wonderful new thing; nevertheless, 
there was from this day forward a mistaken party in 
the Jewish Church,—“those of the circumcision.” 
The tense in the Greek verb indicates repeated dis- 
cussions. 

Verse 3.—Thou . . . didst eat with them, The vision 
of the let-down sheet (10: 10-15) showed him that he 
must eat of both clean and unclean animals alike now. 


Devotional Reading : Isaiah 61 : 1-9. 
Primary Topic: A Strange Sight which Peter Saw. 
Lesson Material : Acts 10: 1 to 11: 18 
Memory Verse: The Father hath sent the Son to be the Sav- 
iour of the — — 4:14. 
unior Topic: Why Peter Went to Caesarea. 
J Cesoon Materval : Acts 10:3 torr: 18. 
Memory Verses: Acts 10: 34, 35. 
Intermediate and Senior Tegias Peter’s Broadening Vision. 
Topic for Young People Adults: The Gospel Intended for Al 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for —r in the lesson helps is 
Il: 5-1 


51 was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance 
I saw a vision, a certain vessel descending, as it were a 
great sheet let down from heaven by four corners; and 
it came even unto me: 6 upon which when I had fastened 
mine eyes, I considered, and saw the fourfooted beasts 
of the earth and wild beasts and creeping things and birds 
of the heaven. 7 And I heard also a voice saying unto me, 
Rise, Peter; kill and eat. 8 But I said, Not so, Lord: for 
nothing or 1 hath ever entered into my 
mouth, 9 But a voice answered the second time out of 
heaven, What God hath cleansed, make not thou common. 
10 And this was done thrice: and all were drawn up again 
into heaven. 11 And behold, forthwith three men stood 
before the house in which we were, having been sent from 
Caesarea unto me. 12 And the Spirit bade me go with 
them, making no distinction. And these six brethren also 
accompanied me; and we entered into the man’s house: 13 
and he told us how he had seen the angel standing in his 
house, and saying, Send to Joppa, and fetch Simon, whose 
surname is Peter? 14 who shall speak unto thee words, 
whereby thou shalt be saved, thou and all thy house. 15 
And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, 
even as on us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he said, John indeed baptized with 
water; but ye shall be baptized ‘in the Holy Spirit. 17 
If then God gave unto them the like gift as he did also 
unto us, when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I, that I could withstand God? 18 And when they 
heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, 
saying, Then to the Gentiles also hath God granted re- 
pentance unto life. 
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For some reason the tanner’s wife was late with din- 
ner that day, and God used that trivial incident for 
a mighty purpose. Peter’s hunger increased, the hour 
was noon, and the three messengers from Cornelius 
get there in time to share the dinner! Did Peter 
insist on eating with them? Surely he was at table 
with Cornelius before he left Cesarea. Jerusalem 
brethren cast it all into his teeth, The very essence 
of social equality is at the dinner table. 

Verse 4.—But Peter... expounded the matter... 
in order. It will be interesting for the teacher to 
study carefully for himself what Peter adds, and what 
he omits from the story as given in the previous chap- 
ter. The variations are evidence, not of contradiction, 
but of accuracy. Luke was careful in getting facts 
for all he wrote (Luke 1:2). Could it be possible 
that he was giving in the tenth chapter the account 
as reported to him by Cornelius, or one of his ad- 
herents; and in the eleventh chapter, the account as 
reported to him by one of the apostles, or a Jerusalem 
Church member ? 

Verse 5.—I/.saw a vision, ...a great sheet let down 
from heaven by four corners. Peter tells the Jews 
that he saw a vision, because to them who set store by 
the visions of Joseph, Daniel, and other Old Testament 
heroes, such a statement would be convincing. But 
he does not say that to Cornelius. Peter merely says, 
“God hath showed me” (10:28). In the other ac- 
count, it is said that a great sheet came down to the 
earth (10:11); Peter makes a most definite state- 
ment to the Jews, bringing out his own responsibility 
when he says: “Jt came even unto me.’ He elabo- 
rated by such words as “considered,” “saw,” and “heard 
also a voice.” The cook’s delay with dinner created a 
condition for just such a dream as he had. Peter 
got hungry. He wants to “slay and eat,” in his dream, 
but the eleventh chapter of Leviticus restrained him 
as a Jew. It forced him to sheathe his butcher knife 
and put aside his roasting fork. In it the camel, 
coney, hare, and swine are declared to be forbidden 
animals, and the eagle, vulture, swan, heron, and the 
like, are forbidden birds. But the voice sweeps away 
Peter’s hesitation, saying, “What God hath cleansed, 
make not thou common” (10:15). Howson quotes 
Bengel, “Nothing impure comes down from heaven.” 

Verse 11.—Behold, forthwith three men stood be- 
fore the house. If we are fully yielded to do the will 
of God, he will weave his coincidences into our guid- 
ance. 

Verse 12.—These six brethren also accompanied me. 
Seven, with Peter himself —the perfect number of 


Jewish witnesses of this tremendous event. Peter 
is pointing to them as he speaks. They are standing 
by as he renders this account of stewardship to the 
contending Jews at Jerusalem. Peter does not dilate 
upon the part the Centurion played, merely calling him 
“a man,” but emphasizes the vital point that they en- 
tered into that Roman’s house. 

Verses 15-17.—The Holy Spirit fell on them... 
I remembered the word of the Lord... who was I 
that I could withstand God? The previous chapter 
should be recalled with a brief analysis of  Peter’s 
sermon, emphasizing the cross and resurrection, and 
showing the interruption of the sermon by the falling 
of the Holy Spirit. Why did Peter recall the Lord’s 
contrast between John’s and his baptism? It surely 
does not mean he had forgotten until now. Stifler 
says: “He saw that the antithesis between John’s bap- 
tism and the baptism of the Holy Spirit did not lie 
in the material, so to speak, of the two acts, the one 
water, the other Spirit. . . . If John’s baptism per- 
tained to none but Jews, this could no longer be af- 
firmed of the other baptism. Peter now saw that in 
the words ‘ye shall be baptized,’ the word ‘ye’ could 
not be bounded by locality or nationality . . . John’s 
baptism never went beyond the Jews. That which the 
— from on high was to be world- 
wide.” 

Verse 18.—They held their peace, and glorified God. 
There was an amazed, meditative pause, and then a 
hallelujah shout, which has resounded down the cen- 
turies ever since, and which should re-echo in our 
own hearts. 


The Homiletical Form 
Perer’s Last UsE oF THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM. 
1. A Roman Centurion knocks from the. outside. 
(1) The ideal truth-seeker (10:1, 2). 
(2) An angel-carried message (vs. 3, 4). 
(3) Cornelius obeys the message (vs. 5-8). 
a. A Jewish apostle unlocks from the inside. 
(1) Peter’s noonday prayer (v. 9). 
(2) A late dinner and an appropriate dream 
(vs. 10-16). 
(3) Peter translates his vision into action (vs. 
17-24). 
3. Centurion and apostle face to face in the vestibule. 
(1) A heart-to-heart interview (vs. 25-33). 
(2) A sermon on atoning blood and resurrec- 
tion life (vs. 34-43). 
(3) The Spirit interrupts the sermon to ine 
troduce himself (vs. 44-46). 


(4) Peter acknowledges the Spirit’s work by 
baptizing (vs. 47, 48). 


4. The Gentile Pentecost explained to Jewry. 
(1) A searching inquiry (11: 1-3). 
(2) A thorough vindication (vs. 4-17). 
(3) A general rejoicing (v. 18). 
The Topical Values 


When God destroys caste—Thow wentest im to 
men uncircumcised (11:3). - The Negro problem, the 
Japanese exclusion problem, caste -and untouchability 
in India, and the like, will never be governmentally 
solved until the Lord sits upon the throne of David. 
The Gospel only solves the race problems. Just an 
instance: Lapsley, white, and Shepherd, colored, went 
out from the Southern Presbyterian Church to ex- 
tend its Congo mission. Mrs. Lapsley, mother of the 
missionary, who had influenced Shepherd to zo to 
Africa, committed her-son to his care. . Lapsley. died 
on the field: Some years later, Mrs. Lapsley in her 
Alabama home heard a knock on the kitchen door. 
Shepherd stood there, home on furlough. She broke 
into tears, and said, “Oh, Shepherd, Shepherd, why 
didn’t you come in at the front door?” 

A truth-seeker finds God—Cornelius a: centurion, 
a@ righteous man (10:22). Cornelius could hardly 
have been a saved man until he accepted Christ through 
Peter’s preaching; but he was a truth-seeker. He 


sought to live up to the light he had. Our Lord said:. 


“Tf.any maw will to do his [God's] will, he shall. know 


of the doctrine.’ Do not waste time discussing the. 


question, “Are any heathen saved, who have never 


heard the Gospel?” Simply quote Acts 4:12, if the 


question is raised. It is argued by some that if 
heathen are genuine truth-seekers, God invariably gets 
the Gospel to them through some missionary, or 
through the Scriptures, but even that point cannot 
be invariably proved true. That is all the more rea- 
son why the Gospel should. be quickly carried to the 
regions beyond. 


That sheet—and us—A great sheet, let down 


(10: 11).—Peter saw a menagerie of clean and un- 
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Lesson for June 7 
Acts 10:1 to 11:18 


clean animals in the sheet. Typically, that sheet has 
a message for us. We should fasten our eyes on it, 
and corisider it also. What we miay see in it are 
black men, and red men, and yellow men, and brown 
men, and white men. That sheet is still before the 
vision of our generation in symbol. As Peter rose 
from his vision of it on the flat roof of Simon’s house, 
his eyes fell upon the blue Mediterranean, the sea that 
then washed the shore of nearly the whole known 
world,— Asia, Africa, and Europe. How fit the 
places which God selects for the revealing of his 
truths. Are we getting the Gospel out to the mixed 
races in the sheet? There is room for us to get in 
many more of the people for His Name before it 
shall be taken up at the rapture of the saints. 


The personality of the Spirit-—It flashes forth from 
both these chapters. Peter heard “a voice,” then the 
voice said “unto him” (10: 13, 15) and it said further, 
“The Spirit said unto him” (10:19, 20). The Spirit 
speaks. He also wonderfully guided both Cornelius 
and Peter. He fell on the gathering in Cornelius’ 
house. Have you ever sensed his presence in your 
heart or in a meeting? 


The Practical Aim 


Before this, the Holy Spirit had been given to Jews 
and Samaritans through apostolic mediation. Now 
the normal order for this age is reached (10: 44). 
The Spirit is given to any and all without “waiting,” 
mediation, water baptism (it followed for the first 
time!), or any other condition than simple faith in 
Jesus Christ; and systematic prayer played a vital 
part in bringing it to pass (10:3, 9). 


Final Word 


What would any of your pupils do if a Chinese 
laundry were opened next door to his house? 
NARBERTH, Pa, 
cd 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, and letting them see whether they 
can discover the answers as given in the following 
issue? 


HERE was Peter in our last week’s lesson? 
2. Where was he sent. next? 


3 God was very patient with Peter’s remonstrance. 
Cite two instances of his similar dealing with others, 
one in the Old Testament and one in the New. 

4. Was Peter mistaken in his belief that certain things 
were unclean to him (v. 8)? 

5. What shows that the Cornelius incident was not the 
first clear indication that God wanted the Gospel to go 
to the Gentiles? 

6. When before this had Peter indicated that the Gospel 
message was not limited to Israel? 

zy. What great command of our Lord had Peter seemed 
to forget? 

8. What crystalized Peter’s inspiration into permanent 
conviction? 

9. Who told Peter to go to Caesarea? 

10. Where is Caesarea? 


11. What Bible passage describes the face of an angel, 
accounting for Cornelius’ fright at the sight of his un- 
expected heavenly visitor? 

12. If “fearing God and working righteousness” (Acts 
10:35) is “acceptable” to God, why did Cornelius need 
Jesus Christ? 

313. What makes it clear that good works, even prayers 
and alms, are not sufficient in God’s sight? 

14. What is essential that we may. be truly acceptable 
to God in our good deeds? 

1s. What other things besides his prayers and gifts in- 
dicate the true nobility of Cornelius’ life — striking in the 
wide-spread corruption among the Roman soldiery of the 
Provinces? 

16. Of what other righteous man, to whom our Lord 
once spoke, does Cornelius remind us, in that his heart 
was sincerely reverent toward God and that he was already 
living up to all the light he had received? 

17. What principle do we see in God’s dealing with 
Cornelius? 

18 Why is Acts 10:40 a pivotal verse in Scripture? 


19. What promise or prophecy of our Lord’s was ful- 
filled in Peter’s. case and words in this story? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
~, 


Mr. Trumbull’s “What is the Gospel?” gives the 
essentials of salvation simply and clearly “for the man 
én the street” and every one else. It gives God's Word 
on “Why Men Are Lost,’ “How Men Are Saved,’ 
“What is Salvation,” “The Blessed Hope,’ “The Vic- 
torious Life’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
+e ogee Street, Philadelphia, cloth, 75 cts.; paper, 50 
cts.). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
a By William H. Ridgway 


The Christian Who Don’t Join Up.—A devout man, 
and one that feared God with all his house (10:2). 
I have just been reading Mr. Lloyd George’s descrip- 
tion of the three-hour speech of Gladstone, “the great- 
est parliamentary gladiator of all time,” on the Irish 
question, — when he was eighty-three years old. Lloyd 
George says “the transfigured octogenarian” was “re- 
juvenated by the magic of an inspired soul.” I hope 
all you fellows, and especially you old ones, will ab- 
sorb this beautiful expression. “The magic of an in- 
spired soul’ —a recipe for perpetual youth (Isa. 40: 
31; I John 2:14). Gladstone, you will note, like 
Cornelius, was a devout man and feared God with all 
his house. Gladstone was a Christian. Cornelius was 
not a Christian—not yet—not even a Jew. And so 
Peter didn’t quite know about it, and for the mo- 
ment was a big question mark. We have this sort of 
men all around us. Splendid, big-hearted, kind, 
thoughtful, gentle, devoted (which is the same word 
as devouted). But they have never joined up. They 
just cannot come to like and understand some “Chris- 
tians” they come in contact with. In business they 
find Mr. “Christian” tricky. .In the family they find 
Mr. “Christian” nagging. In a social way they find 
Mr. and Mrs. “Christian” inaccurate, not to say down- 
right fibbers, uncharitable, whisperers, and self-seekers, 
And alas, it is these sorry “Christians” who are most 
in evidence. So our Cornelius does not join, even 
though he is not far from the Kingdom. Just met 
one this week. He lives at Wayne, Pa. The other 
Sunday he was moved to go to one of the Wayne 
churches. “I walked a mile and a quarter’ to get there, 
and how many do you suppose I found in the congre- 
gation?, Just twenty. Their preacher had taken the 
trouble to prepare a sermon and those good ‘Chris- 
tians’— bah! hadn’t even common politeness to go 
hear it. Not any of that kind of religion for me, 
thank you. Maybe I am a heathen, as the neighbors 
say, but I’m no side-stepper and duty shirker.” Some 
day some Peter comes along with the real Gospel 
spirit and the embodiment of its love and self-sacrifice, 
and helpfulness, and then the “devout” Cornelius be- 
comes something more than just a devotee. 


Crossed Lines.—Behold, three men seek thee...1 
have sent them (10:19, 20). It is a gripping and 
wonderful study to follow the crossing of lines in 
the lives of folks. Every mature man and woman has 
many of them. “Speak of angels and they are bound 
to appear,” is one form of the theorem, Every once 
in a while some mocker says, “The Christians’ heaven 
must be a pretty dull sort of a place with nothing to 
do but sit and sing.” ‘There will be lots to do, don’t 
worry about that, old Pagan (Luke 22:29). Maybe 
one of the jobs will be this of crossing lines and mak- 
ing connections. Some one is crossing my lines all the 
time. I am on the last cross as I write. When we 
were married umpty years ago, we honeymooned at 
The Willard in Washington. We met there an old 
schoolmate and his bride on the same sort of a trip. 
We saw Washington together and parted. I never 
saw nor heard of the man for years. Trouble came 
to him, sore trouble, and I sent him some words of 
cheer. The years rolled on, some more. The other 
day, as the bride and I, now grandparents, were on 
the way to the train to go to New York for a “little 
spree” to celebrate our wedding anniversary, I took 
from the post office a letter from this very man. The 
letter said, “Bill, when I was in trouble ten years ago, 
you were the only fellow to give me a word of cheer 
and comfort.” He wanted me to help him into a 
better place than he had, “where my skill can have 
more recognition.” I told him the first thing to do 
was to tie up with Heaven. I have him now tied up 
with the minister of the town where he is located, and, 
when this note is printed, I am praying my old school- 
mate will have become a Christian and in the Church 
with his little wife and family. What was the word 
of cheer and comfort I sent him and which changed 
his life? I do not know, only that it was a word of 
God’s and not my own, for such is my custom. All 
of us in Christian work have similar experiences. The 
Book calls it bread cast upon the waters (Eccles, 11:1). 
When you are moved to do a right thing, be sure 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 5—The Blessing of Pentecost .......+s+.0+Acts 2 
2. April 12—The Cripple at the Beautiful Gate ...... Acts 3 
Op, Easter Lesson .....cccccccscccccccvees 1 Corinthians 15 
3. April 19.—Life in the Early Church ..Acts 4:1 to §: 1 
4. April 26.—Stephen the First Martyr ...Acts 6:1 to 7 : 60 
s. May 3.—The Benefits of Total Abstinence, Daniel 1 : 1-20 
6. May 10.—Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer 
Acts 8 : 26-39 
9. May 17.—Saul Becomes a Christian .......+.. Acts 9: 13-19 
8. May 24.—Saul Begins His Great Career ....Acts 9 : 20-31 
9. May 31.—Peter at Lydda and Joppa ......... Acts 9 : 32-43 
10. June 7.—Peter’s Broadening Vision, Acts 10:1 to 11:18 
1x, June 14.—The Church in Antioch .......... Acts 11 : 19-30 


3a, June 21.—Peter Delivered from Prison ......Acts 12 : 1-24 
13. June 28.—Review 
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you do it. You will likely find waiters at the door, 
and you will further find—God has sent them. 

(P. S—The above paragraph was written some 
months ago, Last Sunday this friend came to Coates- 
ville to see our Sunday-schools. I had him up to 
Rock Run where he addressed the school. He is a 
Quaker, and now has “a concern” to gather the chil- 
dren up there where he worships into a “First Day 
School.” He said to me, “Bill, they are running wild, 
and I want to see if I can do something.” Ya never 
can tell!) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ THe PRINCIPLE OF CONCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ise the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 








N THE record of the book of the Acts we have al- 

ready had the startling conversion and call of one 
who is to be the chosen vessel of the Lord to bear 
his name before the Gentiles, but it is clear that the 
original apostles and disciples are still thinking of 
the Gospel as a truth deposit that is so peculiarly 
theirs that, until the incident which Peter relates in 
our lesson, he himself had not thought out the impli- 
cations of his own words when he said that the prom- 
ise was not only unto the Jews and their children but 
“to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call” (Acts 2:39). It took the vision on 
the housetop, the providentially timed visit of the 
messengers from Cornelius, and the story of the 
heavenly visit to Cornelius given by his own lips be- 
fore Peter perceived that the Gospel was not a treas- 
ure to be hoarded for the Jews but a seed to be scat- 
tered among the nations, for “God is no respecter of 
persons.” When the Lord confirmed this .by the gift 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Gentile household of 
Cornelius, Peter, and later the brethren in Judea who 
heard the story recognized the illuminating truth that 
to the Gentiles also God had “granted repentance unto 
life.” The recognition of this truth focuses the ob- 
ject that God had in view. 
_ It is important not to misread the meaning of Peter 
in the statement of acceptance with God. Verse 35 of 
chapter ten should not be read apart from the fact 
that, to this devout alms-giving centurion, Peter was 
sent to preach Christ, nor apart from the heart of his 
message in verse 43. It is “the grace Of God that 
bringeth salvation” that “hath appeared unto all men,” 
and only through this grace can any one truly “fear 
God and work righteousness,” for it is this that teaches 
us how to “live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world” (Tit. 2:11, 12). S we concentrate 
upon this Scriptural meaning of the Golden Text, let 
us pause to ask how free we are of race prejudice; 
and how ready we are, even yet, to receive all the im- 
plications of the lesson the Lord taught to Peter. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


w 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for thie 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note tne conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
IMustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


INustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
ev desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 
ni 


Let Us Come Back Often.—. . . and prayed to God 
alway. ... Thy prayers... are come up (10:2, 4). 
A grocer’s magazine says, “A successful store is one 
that sells goods that do not come back to customers 
who do.” God gives the most goods of grace to those 
who come back the most frequently.—From the Pro- 
gressive Grocer. Sent by Vincent W. Taylor, Arch- 
bold, Ohio. 

Testing the Offer.—Of a truth I perceive that God 
is no respecter of persons (Golden Text). Wintér 
came suddenly. There was much unemployment, with 
the usual sad sequel of suffering. Then a Christian busi- 
ness man sent forth the announcement that he had 
commissioned a certain rescue mission to supply hot 
coffee and rolls to any man who presented himself, 
no questions to be asked. The bounty would continue 
as long as the extreme weather lasted. Hearing of 
the unreserved offer, a newspaper writer decided to 
test the generosity of the giver. Accordingly he 
sallied forth garbed in a fur lined, fur collared coat, 
in every detail the picture of prosperity. Just before 
him a shivering man, without an overcoat, had entered 
the mission, and this unfortunate was sipping the coffee 
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and munching the roll when the new vis- 
itor entered and took his place at the 
free counter. For perhaps a quarter min- 
ute the young man who was serving 
coffee and rolls wavered. Then, remem- 
bering that the invitation had been to 
“whosoever,” with no stipulations, he 
filled the cup with coffee and gave it 
with two warm rolls to the man in the 
fur-lined coat. So it is with God’s free 
ift of pardon. God has not changed, 
The promise remaineth forever. And 
for whom? Lay the words to heart — 
“whosoever will.”"—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by W. E. Griffin, Atlantic 
City, N. J. 


An Earthen Vessel, But —.—W hat 
God hath cleansed, that call not thou 
common (11:9). A missionary in Pun- 
jab took her Bible-woman to visit some 
of the villages. This is what she heard 
her saying to the crowds: “In your 
houses you people have many vessels, 
some made of brass, some of wood, some 
just of earth. But when you put ghee 
[butter] into an earthen vessel, you set 
it on a shelf in a place of honor close 
to the brass vessels, or even above them. 
I was a poor earthen vessel; but God put 
his Spirit in me, and raised me, and set 
me in a higher place—From the Bible in 
the World. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Nor- 
bury, London, Eng. Prise illustration. 


If We Would Have Illumination.—He 
had seen an angel in his house (11: 13). 
Melvin E. Trotter speaks in the Rec- 
ord of Christian Work of a story that 
Mrs. Moody told him one day: She said 
that in England there is a fire-brick, and 
the slogan of the maker’s advertisement 
is this: “For every hour of saturation, 
‘ there is a corresponding hour of illumi- 
nation,” If you would shine at home 
meet Christ in the church and in your 
private devotion. For every hour of sat- 
uration, there is a corresponding hour of 
illumination.—Sent by Lewis Keast, Ish- 
peming, Mich. 


The Dying Officer’s Question.—Who 
shall speak wnto thee words, whereby 
thou shall be saved (11:14). As the 
British had to be led by starlight around 
a dangerous circle, Lord Wolseley chose 
a young naval officer to do it. He piloted 
them successfully ; and when the enemies’ 
fire opened young Rawson was the first 
to fall. When the shout of victory went 
up he was dying. Lord Wolseley gal- 
loped over the plain to speak with him 
before he died. As he entered the tent 
where the young hero lay, a smile lit u 
the pale face of the dying man, and wit 
a last effort of his fading strength he 
said, “General, didn’t lead them 
straight?” That story got me. I want 
to be able to put that question to my 
Maker with some hope of receiving an 
affirmative reply—From Dr, Ernest L. 
Waldorf. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


All Invited.—Then hath God also to 
the Gentiles granted repentance (11:18). 
A little boy who saw for the first time 
the sign, “Common,” in Boston at the 
entrance of the great park known as Bos- 
ton Common, called out joyfully, “It 
doesn’t say, ‘Keep Off the Grass’; it says, 
‘Come on!’” And this is the Gospel in- 
vitation,— not “Keep off,” but “Come 
on!”’—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, Lon- 
don, Eng. 

bd 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


G4Ar ... @ great shect (v. 5). The 
word othone is applied to the loose, 
bellying sails with which Peter, the sea- 
man and fisherman of the Lake of Gali- 
lee, would be familiar. 


Words, whereby thou and all thy house 
shall be saved (v. 14). Peter did not 
preach “salvation by character,” to use 
the Unitarian formula; that is, salvation 
by fulfilling of the law, or by making 
merit by good deeds, but salvation by 
rhemata, by words. “The words [rhe- 
mata] that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life.” “Thou hast 
the words of eternal life,” said Peter on 
another occasion. It was salvation by 
the prophetic words fulfilled in Christ. 
“That ye may be mindful of the words 
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{rhemata] which were spoken before by 
the holy prophets” (2 Pet. 3: 2), he says. 
Words, teaching, doctrine, prophecy, the 
foolishness of preaching, — these are the 
bearers of salvation. And that which 
carries and empowers the words is the 
Spirit. “Then remembered I the rhema 
[the word] of the Lord,” promising the 
outpouring of the Spirit, says Peter in 
this same passage (v. 16). Jf then God 
eed unto them the like gift (v. 17). 
uike is isen, Peter is speaking of the 
Gentiles and of their reception of the 
Holy Spirit. We find an echo in 2 Peter 
1:1, where the apostle apparently also 
addresses Gentiles as having obtained tso- 
timon, “like precious faith with us.” 


New Hampton, N. H. 
4 


From the Platform 
By Philip E._Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we do thank thee that thy servant Peter 
was given a vision of the world’s need. We 
thank thee that thy precious Gospel was not 
confined to the ancient chosen people of God, 
but was broadcast by the faithfulness of 
chosen messengers to ali who would hear. 
May we be stirred to the heart, and ever 
restless to press out beyond the bounds of 
our narrow neighborhoods with the Gospel 
for which the needy world is hungry. Lord, 
thou knowest that some are not hungry, and 
do not want the food that the Gospel offers. 
May we be taught how to arouse in them a 
sense of need, and how to meet that need with 
that which thou hast provided. May we 
realize the possibilities of the Gospel in its 
appeal to the self-satisfied, as well as to the 
unsatisfied. May we be faithful to the trust 
that thou hast committed to our care in 
carrying the light into the dark places of the 
earth, In thy dear name, oh, Saviour of the 
world, we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Just think where 
we would have been if the Gospel had 
not been for the Gentiles! Suppose the 
early pioneers of the Church had refused 
to listen to the heavenly counsel, or to 
catch the meaning of the heavenly vision ! 
Suppose Peter had said, “I am going to 
te among my own people,” and had 
shut his mind to God’s call to go out be- 
yond the bounds of his own race. In 
telling of the marvelous vision that came 
to him, Peter cried out, “What was I, 
that I could withstand God?” I wonder 
if any of us here to-day are really with- 
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standing God, refusing to do what he! these people were Jews, for the sermon 


is calling us to do? 
that position we can- never bé used by 
him in the way in which he would like 
to use us. Are you setting limits to- 
day to the light of the Gospel? Let's 
be ready to go wherever God calls us. 
Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Whosoever will.” 

“From Greenland’s icy mountains.” 
“Let the lower lights be burning.” 
“Help somebody to-day.” 

“Tis Jesus.” 

“All who will believe.” 

“Once for all.” 

“Saved by the blood.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“His Glorious Name Confess” (271 : 1, 2). 
5 Psalm 134 : f-3. 
“In Brotherhood” (269 : 1-3). 
Psalm 133 : 1-3. 
“The Sower” (261 : 1-3). Psalm 126 : 1-6. 
“Tell All the World” (192 : 1-3). 
Psalm 9621-5, 10-13. 
“Fields for Harvest White” (15g 3 8-4). 
Psalm 72:1, 2, 9-481, 18, 19. 
“The Brightness of Thy Face” (14g : 1-3). 
Psalm 67 : 1-7. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


BELIEVE the children will be inter- 
ested if we tell them that the Lord 
Jesus gave the keys of the Kingdom to 
Peter, that is, it was his plan for Peter 
to open the Door of God’s Kingdom by 
reaching the first sermon after the Holy 
pirit came upon the disciples and others 
who believed on Jesus. 
people entered through the open Door 





when he preached that first sermon. All 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


I WHOSOEVER 
Yipee > will,let htm take 
MYA, of thewater of || 
oa? ily i) ‘life freely” ‘| 


4K iM) 


MUSE“ 


Hs . | “N Wy 2 £ 
“oat of every kendred, and tong 


L2IN I 7a 


YANWF,, OG <S 


my 


ij (WZ, 7 


’ ta 


ae 
Wlhes 
4% 


and people and 





While we are in | 


Three thousand | tak 


was preached to them. 

Last week we saw Peter in two great 
revival meetings. The other disciples 
went out preaching, too, but they all 
preached to the Jews only. Jesus had 
told them to go into all the world, and 
tell the good news to every creature. But 
still they could not understand how any 
one who was not a Jew could be saved. 

While Peter was at Joppa one of these 
outside people was knocking at the Door 
of the Kingdom. A man named Cor- 
nelius, an officer in the Roman army, was 
praying to the true God, whom he feared, 
but did not know very well. God heard 
his prayers, and sent an angel to tell him 
to send to Joppa for Peter who would tell 
him what to do. That is, Peter wouid 
open the Door of the Kingdom to Cor- 
nelius, 

Cornelius sent three men to Joppa at 
once for Peter. Just before they reached 
the city, Peter had a vision, too. He saw 
a kind of dream picture, showing him 
that he must use the keys again, and open 
the door of the Kingdom to people who 
were not Jews. Peter thought these peo- 
ple were not fit for the Kingdom of God, 
but the Spirit showed him that God could 
cleanse them, and told him that he must 
not think of them as unclean. Then the 
Spirit told Peter to go with the men 
who were coming for him. 

Peter obeyed, and went to the home of 
Cornelius in Cesarea and preached Jesus 
to Cornelius and his friends. This was 
the first time the good news was told to 
outside people. Peter had opened the 
Door to the Gentiles. 

When these people heard of Jesus’ 
beautiful life, of his death to save the 
world, and of his resurrection from the 
dead, they believed, and gladly entered 
the open Door, The Holy Spirit came 
into their hearts, bringing the love of 
God, and making them very glad. 

This is how Peter opened the Door of 
salvation to all nations. The Door is 
still open, and many people are calling 
for some one to show them the Way to 
the Father’s home, and the Father’s heart. 

Let us have the children memorize this 
lovely invitation: “And the Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
e the water of life freely.” 

Cirnton, S. C, 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Breaking down partition walls, 
2. “Standeth God within the shadow.” 














&/\H, DON’T let’s ask her to gol 

She’s not in ‘our class’ —she 
wouldn’t enjoy it!” Have you ever heard 
your girls planning for a party, making 
out their list of guests, excluding one 
girl with such a “partition wall” as that? 
Blessed be that girl with courage enough 
to insist, “But how do we know she 
wouldn’t — we’ve -never given her a 
chance to find out? Let’s invite her this 
time and forget her clothes and try to 
find out what she is like—we may like 
her after all.” 

We have a fine story in this lesson in 
true democracy —the democracy of Cal- 
vary. It is a lesson young girls need 
more often than any other group of peo- 
ple, for somehow social snobbishness 
shows its un-Christian head in nearly 
every group of girls. True, Peter’s “mid- 
dle wall of partition” was reared on the 
deep foundation of God’s protective laws 
for the Jewish nation, whereas it is often 
no more than a matter of unstylish clothes 
or the stfeet a girl lives on that separates 
her from the life of the group she might 
be happy with. This story of how God 
told Peter of the new relationship between 
Jew and Gentile under his plan to save all 
men through the cross of Jesus Christ, 
regardless of race or station, ought to 
broaden the social vision of your girls 
and warm their hearts toward those mem- 
bers of your class who may be—out- 
wardly — “not like other girls.” Cor. 
nelius, the man of sincere prayer and true 
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Lesson for June 7 
Acts 10:1 to 11:18 


charity, as God saw him, was a very dif- 
ferent person from the proud captain of 
the soldiers of the hated oppressors —a 
“Gentile dog.” 

2. But we must not fail to notice that 
it was God’s over-ruling hand that opened 
Peter’s eyes to God's new dispensation 
of grace. It took a miracle of two 
coincident visions to get Peter to go to 
that Gentile soldier’s house to tell the 
good news of full salvation. It will be 
the miracle of grace in the hearts of 
your girls that will make them warm 
toward all other girls, regardless of so- 
cial walls of distinction. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Growth. 

Discussion: Bring out the Jewish 
traditions and ecclesiastical laws of 
cleanliness. Show the difference be- 
tween Peter 4s an Orthodox Jew and 





_ Though they | 
be, like this good Cornelius, upright and | 
sincere in life, and even reverent in spirit, | 


Peter as the Apostle to the Gentiles. 
Objective: Getting on God’s Highway. 











AY, fellows, while Peter is broad- 
casting from Jerusalem the story of 


they must have full knowledge of Jesus | his Joppa experience, let’s tune in and 


Christ. 


iour, and obey him, as Peter did when 
that obedience crossed every cherished 
religious prejudice of: his race. If Peter 
had failed in obedience to his vision or 
if Cornelius had failed in accepting the 


good news Peter brought him, that old | 


wall might be still standing between Jew 
and Gentile. 

God is entrusting the vision to you, 
teacher of youth. Are you opening the 
minds of your girls to his truth as it is 
in Christ Jesus? Theirs it must be to 
accept and obey. 
them. 

Home Study 


Read rapidly through the book of Acts, | 
this week, marking and counting the times | 


when God “kept watch above his own” 


Make that plain to | 


And, again like Cornelius and | catch a big idea. In fact, we can get two 
his household, they must accept this Sav- | 


big thoughts if our receiving sets are 
working good; and there are more, but 
two will be enough to carry away from 
this short session. 

The first thought is Growth. Peter is 
growing, and on the roof of Simon’s 
house we see him make a big advance. 
God had begun a new dispensation of 
grace, and a néw relationship between Jew 
and Gentile was to be formed. Peter’s 
horizon has suddenly burst its Juda- 
istic boundaries and taken the whole of 
the human race into its circle. Oh, what 
a revolution that was in Peter’s narrow, 
hidebound nature! God did it. Peter 
never could have grown by himself. God 
can do the same for you, fellows, if you 
are willing to follow the simple program 
Peter adopted. And that leads us to the 





through miraculous visions and voices, | second big thought: 


like these to Peter and Cornelius. Note 


Secret Prayer. Peter’s sudden expan- 


the changes made by each, through obe- | sion took place while he was alone pray- 


dience to them on the part of those re- 
ceiving them. 
Decatur, Ga. 
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ing. Peter had learned that lesson from 
Jesus, his Master, who sometimes con- 
| tinued all night in prayer, alone with 
te Peter was visiting at the tanner’s 
| home, but he found time to get off by 
| himself and talk quietly with God. God 
can show you the large matters he has 
| for you to deal with, when you shut out 
the world and shut in yourself with him. 
| _We have an idea, fellows, that stir- 
,Ting around at a prodigious rate,. and 
kicking up a big noise, is the way to dis- 
lodge a big movement. Forget it. God’s 
ways are quiet. It is said the drawing 
power of the sun on one acre of land is 
equal to seven thousand horse-power — 
and up comes the grass with irresistible 
force — but not a sound is heard. 
Fellows, do you want to be men of 
power? Do you want to be God's res- 
ervoirs of power and promoters of the 
great things of life and the world? I 
think you do. Then learn the lesson of 
waiting quietly on God daily in some se- 
cret place. Then he will expand your 
capacities and commit to your steward- 
ship the divine things, the worth while 
things which the continual “busy-body” 
can never know. At some time each day, 
relax the strain, turn loose everything 
else, and open your ear and eye to God. 
He will fill you with something that will 
thrill your heart and put you in the way 
of real achievement. 
Where’er the prizes go, 
Grant me the struggle that my 
Soul may grow. 


GreEENSBORO, N. C, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of , May 31) 








1. Jesus had promised to make Simon a 
| fisher of men, and to change. his name to 
| Peter, which means a Rock (Matt. 4: 18, 19). 


2. Peter had failed once to honor his 
| Master, but now we find him steadfast in 
witnessing for Jesus (Matt. 26 : 69-75). 

3. Compare Matthew 16:23 and John 18: 
10, 11 with the two sympathetic ministries 
of Peter in this lesson, also 1 Peter 2: 16-20. 

4. There must have been many miracles 
wrought through Peter, in company with the 
rest of the twelve, as Jesus gave them power 
over unclean spirits, sickness and disease of 
all kinds (Matt. 10: 1-8), but no special case 
is attributed to Peter until after the ascen- 
sion of Jesus. Of these Luke records, in 
Acts, the healing of the lame beggar at 
the Beautiful Gate, the curing of Aeneas, in 
Lydda, and the raising of Dorcas from death, 
in Joppa. Luke tells in Acts 5:15, 16 of 
the miraculous power granted especially 
to Peter, though no specific case is described. 
Possibly there was miraculous power in 








Peter’s denunciation of Ananias and Sapphira, 
which resulted in their instant death, and 
there were several miraculous visions granted 
to Peter. 


5. Peter, with James and John, witnessed 
some special miracle scenes in the life of 
Jesus, such as the transfiguration. He was 
empowered to walk on the water, in a storm, 
to Jesus, and saved from drowning when his 
faith failed. He, with others, was taught 
how to catch miraculous draughts of fishes 
more than once. He was twice released from 
prison by an angel’s power. Most vital of 
all, he himself was changed from Simon to 
Peter through the miraculous grace of his 
Lord and Saviour. 


6. We cannot be sure that he was. When 
Peter came to Lydda to visit the saints (v. 32) 
he found (v. 33) Aeneas, but there is no 
definite word that he was one of the Lyddian 
“saints.” 


7. See Luke 17: 11-19; 18: 35-43; Acts 3: 
2-8. In none of these instances were the 
ones healed followers, or disciples, or 
“saints.” 


8. There is nothing in Scripture to indicate 
that lack of faith is always responsible for 
failure to be healed. Paul carried an in- 
firmity of the body, so far as we know, to 
his grave. God may be able to teach and 
use some believers through sickness and in- 
firmity more than through health. 


9. Dorcas (v. 36) is called a disciple just as 
are any of the men. (See also Gal. 3 : 28). 

10. He followed almost to the letter Jesus’ 
proceedings in raising the little daughter of 
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Jairus. See Mark 6: 38-43 and Luke 8} 


49-56. 


11. See Mark 5:41, where Christ said t6 
Jairus’ daughter, “Talitha cumi.” 

12, The widows, whom she had helped, wept, 
and showed the garments she had made. 

13. See Acts 20:9, 10. 


14. That of Lazarus (see John 11 : 45). 


15. “Aeneas, Jesus Christ healeth thee” 
(v. 34) and “Peter kneeled down and prayed” 
before attempting to raise Dorcas (v. 40). 
Also see Acts 3:6 “In the Name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 

16. Verse 33 tells that Aeneas had been bed- 
ridden eight years, there could be no doubt 
as to his cure. Verse 37 and 39 say that 
Dorcas had died, had been prepared for 
burial, and was already being mourned as 
dead when Peter arrived. 


i7. Miracles —events to be accounted for 
by no known natural laws—are found in 
every historical book of the Bible, except 
Ruth, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther, in all of 
which however God’s intervening providence 
over the affairs of men is necessary to ac- 
count for what occurred, 


18. It would be as impossible to cut out of 
the Bible all miracles and references to them 
as to pull out the threads of the warp of a 
piece of coth without destroying the pattern 
woven therewith, as well as the strength of 
the cloth itself. Even the words of Jesus 
would fall to the ground, for he more than 
once claimed his “‘works,” mentioning mira- 
cles, as proofs of his deity. See Matthew 
11: 2-6 and John 14: 11, 12. 
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The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


God the Son: His Priestly Ministry. 
Golden Text.—For Christ entered not into a holy plece made with hands, like in pattern 
to the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear before the 
face of God for us. 


Hebrews 7: 11-28 


Heb. 9: 24 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘* Whole Bible Les- 
sons”’ on the Great Doctrines of the Bible, 
running from April 5 to December 27, 1925, 
and giving lesson titles and Scripture ref- 
erences only, may had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 20 cents a dozen copies, 
$1.a hundred, or 2 cents each. 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
. June 14.—God the Son: His Coming 
for His Saints ..... 1 Thessalonians 4 : 13°18 
Golden Text: John 14:3 


12, June 21.—God the Son: His Coming 


= 


with His Saints ....... Revelation 19 : 113-22 
Golden Text: 2 Thessalonians 1 : 10 
13. June 28.—Review..........+... John 14: 1-17 


Golden Text: John 11 : 40 
14. July 5.—God the Holy Spirit: His 
Personality ....cccccccesseseces John 16: 7-15 
Golden Text: Ephesians 4: 30 
15. July 12—God the Holy Spirit: His 
ROWERS. bss cvcavessesescvcsesansvied Acts 2: 1-21 
Golden Text: Galatians 4:6 
16. July 19.—God the Holy Spirit: The 
ANOiNting .....cccccccoecceer 1 John 2: 18-28 
Golden Text: Galatians 3:2 
17. July 26.—God the Holy Spirit: His 
BEInStry ccs ccccccccgscccecee Romans 8: 
Golden Text: John 16 : 13-15 
18. Aug. 2—Man: His Creation 
Genesis 1 : 26-31; 2:7, 18-25 
Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 11:7 
19. Aug. 9.—Man: His Fall 
Genesis 3: 1-24; Romans § : 12-14 
Golden Text: Romans 5:12 
20. Aug. 16.—Satan: His Personality and 
POWES occcccccocccscccceccs Matthew 4: 1-13 
Golden Text: Revelation 12:9 
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How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
liege of Dallas, Texas 


S HIGH Priest over the true taber- 
nacle on high, the Lord Jesus Christ 
has entered into Heaven itself there to 
minister as Priest in behalf of those who 
are his own in the world (Heb. 8:1, 2). 
The fact that he, when ascending, was 


received of his Father in Heaven is evi- ; 


dence that his earth-ministry was ac- 
cepted. The fact that he sat down in- 
dicated that his work for the world was 
completed. The fact that he sat down 
on his Father’s throne and not on his own 
throne reveals the truth, so constantly 
and consistently taught in the Scriptures, 





that he did not set up a kingdom on the 
earth at his first advent into the world; 
but that he is now “expecting” until 
the time when that kingdom shall come 
in the earth and the divine will shall be 
done on earth as it is done in Heaven. 
“The kingdoms of this world’ are yet 
to become “‘the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever” (Rey. 11:15), and the 
kingly Son will yet ask of his Father 
and he will give him the heathen for his 
inheritance and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for his possession (Psa. 2:8); 
however, Scripture clearly indicates that 
he is not now establishing that kingdom 
rule in the earth (Matt. 25: 31-46), but 
that he is rather calling out from both 
Jews and Gentiles a heavenly people who 
are related to him as his Body and 
Bride. Aiter the present purpose is ac- 
complished he will return and “set up 
the tabernacle of David which is fallen 
down” (Acts 15: 13-18). Though he is 
a King-Priest according to the Melchi- 
sedec type (Heb. 5:10; 7:1), he is now 
serving as Priest and not as King. He 
who is coming again and will then he 
King of kings, is now ascended to be 
“head over all things to the church which 
is his body” (Eph. 1: 22, 23). His pres- 
ent priestly ministry is threefold. 

First, He is the bestower of spiritual 
gifts. According to the New Testament, 
a gift is a divine enablement wrought in 
and through the believer by the Spirit 
who indwells him, It is the Spirit work- 
ing to accomplish certain divine pur- 
poses and using the one whom he ine 
dwells to that end. It is in no sense a 
human undertaking aided by the Spirit. 

Though certain general gifts are men- 
tioned in the Scriptures (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 
Cor. 12: 4-11), the possible variety is 
innumerable since no two lives are lived 
under exactly the same conditions. How- 
ever, to each believer some gift is given; 
but the blessing and power of the gift 
will be experienced only when the life is 
wholly yielded to God. (In Romans 1a, 
the truth of verses 1 and 2 precedes that 
of verses 6 to 8.) There will be little 
need of exhortation for God-honoring 
service to the one who is filled with the 
Spirit; for the Spirit will be working 
in that one both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure (Phil. 2: 13). 

In like manner, certain men who are 
called his “gifts unto men” are provided 
and locally placed in their service by 
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the ascended Christ (Eph. 4:7-11.) The 

rd did not leave this work to the un- 
ceftain and insufficient judgment of men 
Cz Cor, 12: 11, 18). 

Second, The ascended Christ as Priest 
ever lives to maké intercession for his 
own, This ministry began before he left 
the earth (John 17: 1-26), is for_the 
sayed rather than for the unsaved (John 
17:9), and will be. continued in Heaven 
60 long as his own are in the world. As 
Intercessor, his work has to do with the 
weakness, the helplessness, and the im- 
maturity of the saints who are on the 
earth — things concerning which they are 
in no way guilty. He who knows the 
limitations of his own, and the power and 
strategy of the foe with whom they have 
to-contend, is unto them as the Shepherd 
and Bishop of their souls. His care of 
Peter is an illustration of this truth 
(Luke 22:31, 32). 

The priestly intercession of Christ is 
not only effectual, but is unending. The 

riests of old failed because of death; 

ut Christ, because he ever liveth, hath 

an unchanging priesthood. ‘Wherefore 
he is able also to save them to the utter- 
most [without end] that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). 
David recognized the same divine’ shep- 
herding care and its guaranty of eternal 
safety (Psa. 23:1). 


_ Third, Christ now A gu Sa his own 
in the presence of God. e child of 
God is often guilty of actual sin which 
would separate him from God were it 
not for his) Advocate and what he 
wrought in his death, The effect of the 
Christian’s sin upon himself is that he 
loses his fellowship with God, his joy, 
his peace, and his power. On the other 
hand, these experiences are restored in 
infinite grace on the sole ground that he 
confess his sin (1 John 1:9); but it is 
more important to consider the Chris- 
tian’s sin_in relation to the holy char- 
ota : 

Through the present priestly advocacy 
of: Christ in Semen there i, absolute 
safety and security for the Father’s child 
even while he is sinning. An advocate 
is one who espouses and pleads the cause 
of another in the open courts. As Ad- 
vocate, Christ is now appearing in Heaven 
for his own (Heb. 9:24) when they sin 
(1 John 2: 2." His pleading is said to 
be with the Father, and Satan is there 
also ceasing not to accuse the brethren 
night and day before God (Rev. 12: 10). 
To the Christian, the sin may seem in- 
significant; but a holy God can never 
treat it lightly. It may be a secret sin 
on earth; but it is open scandal in 
Heaven. In marvelous grace and with- 
out solicitation from men, the Advocate 

leads the cause of the guilty child of 

d. What the Advocate does in thus 

securing the safety of the believer is so 
in accordance with infinite justice that 
he is mentioned in this connection as 
“Jesus Christ the righteous.” He pleads 
his own efficacious blood and the Father 
is free to preserve his child against every 
accusation from Satan or men and from 
the very judgments which sin would 
otherwise impose, since Christ through 
his death became the propitiation for 
our (Christian’s) sins (1 John 2:2). 
_ The truth concerning the priestly min- 
istry of Christ in Heaven does not make 
it easy for the Christian to sin. On the 
contrary, these very things are written 
that ye be not sinning (1 — 2:3)3 
for no one can sin carelesssly who con- 
siders the necessary pleading which his 
sin_imposes upon the Advocate. 

The priestly ministries of Christ as In- 
tercessor and as Advocate are unto the 
eternal security of those who are saved 
(Rom. 8: 34). 


Datras, Tex. 





Reading Suggestion for This Lesson 


Let Us Go On, the Secret of Christian 
Progress. By Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
A special study in the book of Hebrews from 
the standpoint of Christ’s priestly ministry. 
(To be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, $1.50.) 


bd 


The Sunday School Times’ bode per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


N THIS lesson we can teach a lesson 

on prayer which our pupils will never 
forget. ray as definitely for the chil- 
dren as you would for adults. Use the 
following story to begin your lesson: 

Edward Payson Hammond tells how 
Henry Drummond was converted, He 
was visiting Peter Drummond at Stirl- 
ing, Scotland, in the winter of 1859. Mr. 
Drummond gathered as many children 
as possible into the parlor, and had Mr. 
Hammond speak and sing to them, In 
one of the front seats sat the little curly- 
headed nephew of Mr. Drummond, who 
seemed greatly interested in all that was 
said, At the close of the meeting, he 
came up, and —_ his hand in the 
hand of Mr. Hammond, said, “I want 
to be a Christian and love Jesus.” 

After telling the boy what Jesus had 
done for him, Mr. Hammond asked, 
“How can you help te him, when 
he has suffered so much for you, that 
you might be happy in Heaven, and wear 
a crown of joy?” 

Little Drummond answered, “I must love 
him, and I will give myself to him.” They 
knelt together, and he prayed this prayer 
after the evangelist : “Dear Jesus, thou hast 
loved me and died for me, that I might 
have my sins forgiven; and now, as well 
as I can, I am going to give myself to 
thee, and will not be ashamed of thee, 
who hast done so much for me.” And 
thus began a new life that blessed thou- 
sands. 

When Jesus was here on earth he 
prayed for children (Matt. 19: 13-15). 





Jesus knew that unless children were 
prayed for Satan would lead them to 
follow him, 

Jesus went through the clouds on that 
ascension day, and walked into the pres- 
ence of God and his holy angels. Oh, 
what a welcome he received! The angels 
sang praises and bowed down and wor- 
shiped him, He sat down at the right 
hand of God the Father, and there he 
prays to the Father for you and me, 

In the time of Moses God appointed 
a high priest to go into the holy place. 
(Read Leviticus 8 and 9; Hebrews 9: I- 
9. Explain this briefly as a picture of the 
cross of Christ.) 

When Jesus died as a sacrifice for us, 
God wrote a message for all the world. 
He said we did not need any priests to 
make offerings for us, for Jesus had be- 
come our sin offering and our high priest 
(Heb. 9:24, 28). | 

About the only priest we know any- 
thing about to-day is the Catholic priest. 
The people go to him and pay him to 
pray for their sins. Explain. 

But the Bible says every person, young 
or old, shall pray to God for himself. 
Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the 
Father and he listens to every prayer. 
So we do not need to ask a priest to ask 
God to forgive our sins. All we need 
to do is to talk to Jesus ourselves (Heb. 
7: 25-27; 9:11-15; close with Heb. 9: 
24, 28). 

Memory Verses 

Cradle Roll: Hebrews 9: 28a. 

Beginners: Hebrews 9: 28a. 

Primary: Hebrews 9: 24. 

Fort WortH, TEX. 
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The Straton-Potter Debates 


This article reviews “The Battle 
Over the Bible,” “Evolution versus 
Creation,’ “The Virgin Birth —Fact 
or Fiction?” and “Was Christ Both 
God and Man?” (George H. DoranCo., 
New York, 50 cents the copy, or $1.50 
for the set of four.) These books con- 
tain the text of the Fundamentalist- 
Modernist Debates between John 
Roach Straton, D.D., and Charles 
Francis Potter, M.A., S. T. M., and 
about which Dr. Straton tells in the 
article, “Why I Debated With a Mod- 
ernist,” on page 343 of this issue of 
The Sunday School Times. The pub- 
lishers’ supply of the books is ex- 
hausted, but a limited number may be 
obtained from the Religious Litera- 
ture Department, Calvary Baptist 
Church, 123 West Fifty-seventh 
Street, New York City. 


HE reports of the Straton-Potter de- 
bates are reassuring reading for those 
who are inclined to become panicky at the 
attacks of neo-Unitarianism. Indeed, one 


can hardly realize how weak the argu- |- 


ments of Modernism can be until he reads 
Mr. Potter’s defense of it. We have in 
him a striking picture of “the thoughtful” 
thinking. 

No sarcasm is intended. It is he him- 
self who describes “a scientific laboratory 
test” of Biblical infallibility which he 
made when a boy of nine. He had dis- 
covered that the Bible says, “and all 
things, whatsoever ye ask in prayer, be- 
lieving, ye shall receive.” He needed 
money; so he went down cellar, placed 
a wooden ninepin upon a wash bench, 
and earnestly prayed that the  ninepin 
be turned into gold. “When I arose from 
my knees and found the ninepin still 
wooden something happened in my young 
mind, and I questioned the infallibility of 
the Bible.” 

An astonishing interpretation for a boy 
of nine, but what shall we say of a ma- 
ture man who offers it as valid argu- 
ment on a metropolitan platform! One 
is amazed at the evidence brought for- 
ward by Mr. Potter in Carnegie Hall in 
support of the evolutionarv hypothesis. 
He told his great audience of amazed 
listeners that “man is frequently uncom- 
fortable because of the fact that he has 





to walk continual) upon his hind legs. 
— he ever find an individual who 
ound it easier to sprint on all fours?] 
His body is not adapted for that [erect] 
position. Any one who has observed the 
difficulty which children have in learning 
to walk . . . easily realizes that the up- 
right position is not natural to man, The 
fact that the arch of the foot so often 
breaks down is “an indication that man 
was not originally intended to walk erect. 
The fact that man is forced by eye- 
strain to wear spectacles, and that in sleep 
or after death the eyeballs tend to roll 
upward is an indication that the eye has 
not yet accommodated itself to its com- 
paratively new position, All these diffi- 
culties are due to the fact that the up- 
right position is still unnatural to us. 
This is one of the reasons why you sel- 
dom find a practising physician who does 
not believe in evolution.” nig g kD 

Could Mr. Potter have been bantering 
the massed audience in the New York 
hall, and the innumerable isolated ears in 
distant farm houses who were “listening 
in” in the evening darkness? 

The UWnitarianism of the early days was 
in many of its nobler representatives so 
nearly Christian as to be almost indis- 
tinguishable from evangelicism. If Dr. 
Joseph Tuckerman, of old Boston, were 
living in the days of President Eliot and 
Mr. Potter he would rend his garments 
and flee the sect. Frederick D. Hunting- 
ton, who was before his conversion the 
brightest star of Harvard Unitarianisim. 
declared that “nowhere in the annals of 
the church has there been ‘so swift a 
plunge downward in any association of 
people bearing the Christian name.” Mr. 
Potter’s idea of God appears to be a 
pantheism which is indistinguishable from 
atheism. 

The World War, he explains, —dissi- 
pated forever the idea of a God who in- 
terferes in the affairs of men, for then 
of all times was his opportunity. ‘We 
must recognize that this God that we 
are talking of is the God who sleeps in 
the mineral, stirs in the vegetable, feels 
in the animal, and thinks in man, and if 
another World War is to be prevented 
it must be done not by a transcendent 
God in the skies, but by the God in you 
and me.” ’ 

To whom, then, is the Unitarian to 
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ray,—to himself, or to his neighbor? 

r. Potter affirms that “the God of to- 
day is much different from the ignorant, 
malicious, grotesque Jehovah of the Old 
Testament who inspires not fear but 
hearty laughter.” But “the God of to- 
day,” according to Mr. Potter, peers out 
of the eyes of Bolshevist and Jesuit, of 
Hindu fakir and West African witch 
doctor, of the maniac in the asylum and 
the murderer in his cell, Certainly Pres- 
ident Eliot himself never reasoned more 
confusedly when he denied the transcend- 
ence of God and affirmed his fatherhood! 
How can God be our Father if he never 
existed apart from us? And where was 
he before man existed? 

“Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand.” But Jesus was no mon- 
arch, says the Unitarian debater. “He 
was a democratic human who loved com- 
mon folk.” Certainly he was Son of man 
in his humiliation, but he is also the King 
of kings, who shall send his angels to 
gather out of his KINGDOM all things 
that offend. “The common people heard 
him gladly because he was one of them.” 
Not so, Mr. Potter, but because he spake 
as never man spake. ° 

But one must not forget the other de- 
bater. Dr. Straton has stood at the 
focus of ridicule and misrepresentation. 
If one trusted the newspaper slings and 
arrows one would have thought him in- 
capable of sustained argument and mar- 
shalled fact. Read the second and third 
series,—on evolution and the Virgin 
Birth, and you will realize how he has 
been caricatured. The scientific scenery 
of the evolution theory of Huxley’s time 
has been shifted, and evolutionism to-day 
is in a state of confusion. worse con- 
founded. Dr. Straton makes this abun- 
dantly clear. The nebula hypothesis of 
La Place and Kant is gone; there is no 
inheritance of acquired characters; no 
natural selection; the recapitulation the- 
ory is abandoned; the ordered geological 
structure of the earth’s crust is called in 
question; the fossil series denied. When 
we seek to grasp the ghost of the theory 
of evolution it slips -through our fin- 

ers. It carried about the spear-head of 

endel’s death-prick for years before the 
— knew of the deadly thrust. Dr. 

traton quotes Haeckel’s assertion when 
he was on trial before the Jena Univer- 
sity court (for having falsified drawings 
to prove evolutionary stages) -that “the 
great majority of all morphological, ana- 
tomical, histological, and embryological 
diagrams are not true to nature, but are 
more or less doctored, schematized, and 
reconstructed.” Is this so? Are the ethics 
of evolutionism what this high priest of 
the cult suggests? 

Dr. Straton’s defense of the Virgin 
Birth is full of cogent reasoning. Mr. 
Potter thinks the story in Luke an “in- 
sult” to womankind. Can he find a wo- 
man who thinks so? Dr. Straton calls 
attention to the fact that both Matthew 
and Luke explicitly avoid the statement 
that Jesus was Joseph’s natural son. 
Matthew changes his regular expression 
that one “begat” the next following. 
When he comes to Joseph he does not 
say, “Jacob begat Joseph” and “Joseph 
begat Jesus.” No, he says, “Jacob begat 
Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom 
was born Jesus who is called Christ” 
(Matt. 1:16), and Luke significantly in- 
terjects “as it was supposed” when he 
refers to the parentage of Joseph. 

The oid stock in trade of infidelity that 
the Virgin Birth was simply a reflection 
of similar heathen stories is amply re- 
futed by Dr. Straton. Even the Mod- 
ernists (save perhaps Dr. Fosdick) can- 
not tolerate this, and Harnack remarks: 
“Nothing that is mythological in the 
sense of Greek and Oriental myth is to 
be found in these accounts. All here is 
in the spirit of the Old Testament.” Pro- 
fessor Bacon also insists that “Matthew 
and Luke are Hebrew to the core. This 
fact is simply fatal to all comparison 
with heathen mythology.” The story of 
the six-tusked white elephant entering 
into the side of Buddha’s mother ten 
months before the birth of Buddha has 
no relationship to the exquisite historical 
idyll of Luke’s Gospel. 

“Never in one of his prayers,” says Dr. 
Straton when dealing with the uniqueness 
of Christ’s white personality, “have we 
any record of a single confession of sin.” 

“But when you pray and confess sins,” 
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Lesson for June 7 
Acts 10:1 to 11: 18 
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—the book containing all the articles in his series in this paper— 








Can a Scientific Man Believe the Bible? 





known and honored 
societies 





simply and clearly 


ill recall the wandering, steady 





Gained by any other book of our time. 


A great surgeon and scientist answers the question 
in this vital and timely book 


A SCIENTIFIC MAN 
AND THE BIBLE 
By HOWARD A. KELLY, M.D. 


Dr Kelly, of Johns Hopkins University, is 
among learned men and 

the world. He has 
studied the Bible by scientific methods, and 
he believes the whole Book. He gives here 
his intimate, personal testimony, telling 


How I Came to My Present Faith 

Why I Believe the Whole Bible Is True 
Why I Believe That Jesus Christ Is God 
‘Why I Believe in the Virgin Birth of Jesus 
Why I Believe in the Blood Atonement 
Why I Believe in the Bodily Resurrection 
Why I Believe Christ's Coming Again 


‘There has been no cortribution like this from any other out~ 
atanding scientific leader in our generation. Over 30,000 speciali 
eubscriptions were for Dr. Kelly's testimony pub- 
lished serially in Tua Sunpay Scnoo. Times 

It is a book that will give light to those in spiritual darkness, 
the wavering, and help to 
gptrengthen the faith of believers, in ways not attempted or at- 





our time. 


will be read 








$1.25 





retorted Mr. Potter, “you don’t get an 
audience around you to listen, and dur- 
ing the prayers which Jesus made, which 
may have been confession of sins, of 
course there were no disciples around to 
listen.” 

There are various lessons te be drawn 
from the case of Mr. Potter, and none 
more important than that which has to 
do with his relation to the present-day 
Christian college and seminary. Unitari- 
anism has never had religious vitality 
enough to provide its own ministry. This 
has been done, by “evangelical” seminaries. 
Mr. Potter is a case in point. He was 
trained in the Brown University of 
Faunce and Fowler, and his theology he 
learned at Newton. Theological Seminary. 
Mr. Potter shows us the Modernist ma- 
chine at work. “I spent two solid years 
in the study of Hebrew,” he says, “and 
took every passage in the Old Testa- 
ment which was supposed to be a proph- 
ecy relating to Jesus, and a group of 
fifteen of us working together for two 
years decided that every one of the pas- 
sages that were supposed to refer to 
Jesus was easily explained by its own 
particular circumstances and time, and 
did not necessarily refer to Jesus at all.” 

When the seminary course closed, six 
of the graduating class, so we are told, 
gathered to talk over the result of their 
studies, and five of the six acknowledged 
that they had become practically Uni- 
tarian. r. Potter announced his inten- 
tion of identifying himself outright with 
Unitarianism; the others decided to re- 
main Baptists and to win over the 
churches to their “advanced” views. 


Science and Religion. By J. Arthur 
Thompson, M.A.,_ LL.D. (Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, New York, $2.) This 
volume contains six lectures recently de- 
livered at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, on the Morse Foundation. In 
some ways it is an.important and worthy 
volume, Its chief value lies in the fact 
that this well-known scientist argues 
quite convincingly that a merely meckan- 


160 pages, cloth bound, 





‘converted Christian experiences. 





This is unquestionably 


_ the series that in such an unprecedented way suddenly increased 
the current editions of The Sunday School Times by over_30,000. 


Howard A. Kelly’s book is now ready 


The book is an abiding testimony to the faith. Coming 
from an eminent surgeon, who has tested the Bible with rigid, 
scientific thoroughness, its conclusions have unusual weight. It 


and re-read by thousands. 


it, or order directly from 


the outstanding religious book of 
In the sixty-six years of The Sunday School Times’ 
experience, no series of articles among all the notable contribu- 
tions from the world’s Christian leadership has ever approached 
this in the extent of the overwhelming welcome it has received. 





It will give light to 


those in spiritual darkness, will recall the wandering, steady the 
wavering, help to strengthen the faithful. 


nently enriching volume to your home library, not forgetting 
friends of yours at home or abroad who would be greatly 
blessed by a gift of this book. Please ask your bookseller for 
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istic view of the universe is not adequate; 
that there are too many facts, and those 
of highest importance, for which this 
view Cannot account. While physical sci- 
ence cannot be sure that the ultimate 


reality is a personal God, yet it does af-| be 


ford indicia that point in that direction. 
Mere mechanism cannot account for the 
origin of life, sensation, human person- 
ality, consciousness, and religion. We are 
glad that so unany scientists of the day 
are coming to see this clearly and to ac- 
knowledge it frankly. This book is also in- 
structive in that it details many of the lat- 
est discoveries of chemistry, physics, biol- 
ogy, and psychology. However, it has seri- 
ous defects, several of which must in ail 
good corscience be pointed out. First, 
Strange as it may seem for so renowned a 
scientist, the author fails to distinguish in 
many places between speculation and true 
science. Hence (page 7) he places chemi- 
cal formulas, which no one doubts, and 
the evolution of the bird’s wing by “long- 
continued variation and selection,” which 
no one has proved, on the same scientific 
plane of certitude. Next, the religion 
which our author holds to be in agree- 
ment with science is a pale kind of relig- 
ion, It can hardly be called natural the- 
ism; it corresponds more nearly to the 
deism of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. For instance, more than once 
he declares that the universe needs no 
“under-pinning,” by which he means that 
it is self-dependent, and does not need 
to be upheld by its Creator, who has 
evidently retired from anything like a 
direct connection with it. On page 216 
he intimates that evolution is not “im- 
mediately directed,” but that the electrons 
and protons and mind are endowed “with 
autonomy.” This is poles and antipodes 
away from Christian theism. Nowheré is 
there any effort made to harmonize the 
Bible and the evolution theory, which 
the author everywhere and at all times 
dubs “science.” Moreover, religion of 
Thompson’s order seems to come hard; 
it is arrived at only by a strained and 
labored dialectical process. There is no 
spontaneity about it, such as the truly 
When 





| 
| 
Be sure to add this timely, vital, encouraging, and perma- 
! 


he refers to evolution — and that requir- 
ing “millions ef years’-—he is abso- 
lutely sure, but when he draws from the 
data of nature an induction regarding 
God, he qualifies it with a hesitant “may 

.’ As a sample, see page 216. Thus 
the sad feature of the beok is this: while 
it seems to be a fairly strong argument 
against the materialistic and mechanistic 
conception. of the universe and in favor 
of a deistic or a palely theistic view, it is 
not even an attempt to show the_har- 
mony between true science and the Chris- 
tian religion, 


Acute and Chronic Unbelief. By Al- 
bert Clarke Wyckoff. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) 
book is a discriminating psychological 
study of unbelief or sub-belief; super- 
belief or misbelief; and normal! religious 
belief. The first part, which gives title 
to the book, points out the serious effect 
upon adolescent youth of. the teaching of 
atheistic college professors, shows the 
unreliability of certain. leading writers 
who aspire to leadership in the field of 
religious philosophy, and points. out the 


remedy for the disease of unbelief. Chris- |’ 
tian Science, Spiritism, and‘ other forms | 


of occultism are dealt with in Part II, 
while Part III establishes belief in a 
personal God; in prayer, and: in the fact 
that Jesus is the Christ as phases of nor- 
mal religious belief. The evil of even 
light hypnosis is stressed: in a manner 
worthy of deepest consideration, though 
its unfavorable contrast with psychean- 


alysis probably overlooks the evil pos- |: 


sibilities of the latter also in unscrupu- 
lous hands. 

Although the medical analogy seems 
rather overdone, the book is a most stim- 
ulating and sound treatment of some of 
the vital problems of religious psychology, 


and the author has evidently. been a thor- |’ 


ough student of these problems and the 
literature which treats them. 


Race Problems in the New Africa. 
By W. C. Willoughby, F-R.A.I., F.R.G.S. 
(Oxford University Press, 
Branch, New York, $4.50.) An erudite 
work of three hundred. pages, of exceed- 


‘Fhis }--.°° 


American. 





‘ing value from the standpoint of infor- 


| mation concerning the Bantu tribes, their 


life and thought, their religion, customs 
and government. The author was for- 
merly principal of the London Missionary 
Society Native Institution at Tiger 
Kloof, South Africa, but is now Profes- 
sor of Missions in Africa in the Kennedy 
‘School of Missions at Hartford, Conn. 
It is to be regretted that the writer’s 
view-point in discussing evangelization is 
Modernistic. He sneers at “the hard 
old dogmas of eternal punishment” as a 
‘motive for missions.” He believes in 
“the essential divinity of humanity in- 
stead of its total depravity.” “The Bantu 
are seldom converted by a sense of 
sin and need of redemption from sin.” 
The prospective young African mission- 
ary, therefore, will have to be on his 
guard against the writer’s teaching as to 
what “the Task of the Church” is in 
Europeanized Bantu Africa. 





Children at Home 








About the Little Boy 
and the Wolf 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


HERE was once in the long ago a 

little girl in Michigan whose name 
was Lenore. This little girl needed to 
be brave because she lived on a new farm 
‘and had to walk through the woods to 
‘school. Sometimes she used to go alone 
and shut the hen-house door after dark. 
Closing the door when the chickens had 
gone to roost was one of Lenore’s duties. 
If she forgot to do her work before the 
sun set, of course, out she must walk in the 
dark to close that deor. In those days if 
hen-houses were left open at night, 
‘skunks or other wild animals from the 
nearby forest would be sure to carry off 
‘the chickens. 

Lenore wished to be brave because her 
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father was brave when he was a little boy. 
He, too, had lived on a wilderness farm; 
only, his first log cabin was away up in 
Canada. Lenore’s father used to tell his 
children that when he was a little boy he 
didn’t even think about whether he, was 
brave or not; if hard things were to be 
done by children, the children did them, 
that was all, 

It seemed strange to Lenore, though, 
that any boy could believe that it was his 
duty to face a wolf on a lonely trail, but 
that was exactly what her father dared 
to do when he was only a little boy. He 
never repeated the story; it was Lenore’s 
grandmother who told it. Lenore liked 
to hear about that old wolf because it 
gave her courage when she was timid. 
This is the story; other children used to 
like to hear it, too. 

When Lenore’s father was a little boy, 
away up in Canada, it was his duty to 
take the cows to pasture in the morn- 
ing and bring them home late in the aft- 
ernoon. Sometimes the cows used to 
wander so far away that the little boy 
had to walk miles to find them. One 
autumn night the little fellow left home 
early to go after the cows. It-had been 
a dark day, gloomy, and so cold the bare- 
footed little boy had to run to keep warm. 
His mother told him to hurry home with 
the cows because she wished to have her 
little boy sitting in front of the open 
fire in the log house, happy and comfort- 
able, and the cows in the log barn, con- 
tented and comfortable, too, before the 
sun set behind the clouds. 

“It is so cold I believe it will snow be- 
fore morning,” the little boy’s mother 
said. “Perhaps you had better come back 
and put on your Sunday shoes and stock- 
ings.” 

The little boy didn’t like to wear shoes 
and stockings; he said he could run faster 
without them, so away he went, bare- 
footed and whistling. 

When the little boy looked back just 
before he turned into the lane, he was 
surprised to see his mother standing in 
the open door of the cabin watching him. 
He would have been more surprised if 


he could have known how proud his4 


mother was of him. She told him, long 
afterwards, that when he waved his hand 
to her that night she longed to call him 
back and tell him she loved him so much 
—she didn’t like to see him go alone 
after the cows that dreary night, and 
would have gone with him, only it was 
her duty to get supper and have it ready 
when the father came in from his work. 

When the little boy reached the stumpy 
pasture-land the cows were not there. 
He called and called, but the cows didn’t 
come. The little boy couldn’t even hear 
the cow-bells. The cows had strayed into 
the forest. How far they had gone the 
little boy didn’t know, but he did knew 
that he must go after them and search 
until they were found. 

It was darker in the woods than it was 
out in the cleared lands and the little 
boy hoped that he might find the cows 
quickly. In the soft earth of the narrow 
trail he saw their footprints, so on he 
ran calling, “Co-boss, co-boss, co-boss!” 

The woods were getting darker every 
minute, but the little boy hurried on, hop- 
ing to hear the tinkle of a cow-bell in one 
of the forest-openings. 

Suddenly he saw before him a gray 
form far down the trail. He had seen 
such forms before and knew that a gray 
wolf was coming. He knew instantly 
that he must either run away and go 
home without the cows —or travel on and 
meet the wolf. The forest on both sides 
of the trail was thick in that stretch of 
woods, so there was nothing to do but 
turn back or go on. 

The little boy believed that he had to 
go and try to get the cows, even though 
he must meet that wolf. Suddenly the 
wolf seemed coming straight toward the 
boy. All sorts of thoughts raced through 
that little fellow’s mind as he went on 
to meet the wolf. A lump came in his 
throat when he remembered how his 
mother looked as she stood in the cabin 
door. Perhaps he would never see her 
again because he had to get the cows — 
and there was a wolf in the trail. 

Just as he wondered if a band of 
wolves had killed all the cows, the little 
boy heard the tinkle of a cow-bell. That 
sound gave him courage and he rushed at 


i big toe. ‘ 
the face that brave little boy of long ago 
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the wolf with a mighty rush and kicked 
him in the face! 

The next second the little boy found 
himself lying in the trail with a sore 
Instead of kicking the wolf in 


had kicked an old gray stump that hadn't 
gone a step out of its way to meet him, 
It looked like a ‘kindly old stump, too, 
that wouldn’t have thought of knocking 
a little boy down and hurting his toe, if 
he hadn’t kicked it so hard! 

A few minutes later when the little boy 
called, “Co-boss, co-boss, co-boss,” the 
cows came; then home they trotted with 
a limping little boy behind them. 

When that little boy reached home 
and told his story he expected to be 
laughed at because he thought a stump 
was a wolf; but no one laughed. His 
mother kissed him before she bandaged 
his sore toe, and his father put his hand 
on his little boy’s head and said, 

“IT am proud of you, my son; but the 
next time you see a wolf you come 
straight back and get your father, because 
your life is worth more than many 
cows!” : : 

Lenore always liked this story, and it 
really is just as Lenore used to tell her 
dolls: “If you dare face .them, your 
wolves in the trail ahead are usually 
nothing but stumps !” 


Mackinaw City, Mica. 








The Victorious Life 




















Keswick’s Rest Home 


- YOU personally knew the real value 
of the all-year-round ministry of 
America’s Keswick at Keswick, N. J., 
you would want to adopt it and make it 
your Keswick. You would want not only 
to share in the joy of seeing the Master 
transform lives there, of hearing many 
testimonies of peace, victory, and free- 
dom found at Keswick, and of seeing 
many called out to be missionaries, but 
you would also want to share its bur- 
dens and its difficulties, and to undergird 
its problems of maintenance and develop- 
ment with your intercession, your inter- 
est, and your support. 

Keswick belongs to no man, but to the 
Lord. However, hundreds of his serv- 
ants are sharing in the responsibility and 
blessed results of this God-ordained work 
for his Kingdom, Will you make it your 
Keswick from now on? The needs of 
Keswick are very pressing just now and 
the Lord may want to use you in some 
way to help meet them. 

Gifts may be sent to B. F. Culp, Treas- 
urer, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 


Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. 


Keswick, N. J., June 22 to July 6.—Atlantic 
City Y. W. C. A. Group. 

Keswick, N. J., July 18 to 26.—Victorious 
Life Conference. 

Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 27 to August 
2.—Victorious Life Conference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 1 to 9.—Annual In- 
Stitute of Young People’s Union, Atlantic 
Conference of German Baptist Churches of 
North America. 

Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 10 
to 16.—Victorious Life Conference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 22 to 38.—Victorious 
Life Conference. 


Full information as to the above Con- 
ferences may be had by addressing the 
Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford 
i 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 


If any of your girls are not quite 
sure that prayer ts answered in a direct 
and affirmative way, let them read “Ad- 
venturing With Stster Abigail,” a little 
book of prayer experiences decidedly re- 
assuring (The Sunday School Times 
Company, paper, 25 cts.; boards, 60 cts.). 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June 14. Leadership: Its Price and Its Re- 
wards. 2 Cor. 12: 11-21; 2 Tim. 4: 6-8. 
June 21. Life as a Hurdle Race. Heb. 12: 1-4, 
June 28. My Answer to the Missionary Chal- 

lenge. Isa. 6:8, 9; 1 Thess. 2:8. 


July 5. What Makes a Nation Great? Deut. 


28: 1-14. (Patriotic consecration meeting.) |° 





Sunday, June 7 


How Should We Invest Our Lives? 
(Rom. 12 : 1, 2; 1 Cor. 10 : 31-33) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Guide to investment (Luke 10 : 
25-28). 

Tues.—Invest in 
11-21). 

Wed.—Invest in character (2 Pet. 1: 
I-11). 

Thurs.—Invest in missions (Matt. 13: 
31-33). 

Fri—Invest in God’s work (John 9: 4). 

Sat.—Invest in heaven (Matt. 6 : 19-21). 


service (2 Cor. 12: 











What is the main purpose of life? 
In what ways do men invest their lives? 


How may we make a worth-while invest- 
ment of life in secular callings? 


YOUNG business man was _ very 
much interested in a business ven- 
ture that had every prospect of becom- 
ing a good investment. In order to ob- 


tain a share in the venture, he offered 


some shares of railroad stock. “But,” 
said the man with whom he was deal- 
ing, “this stock does not bear your name. 
It is issued in the name of Henry R. 
Wood.” “True,” said the young man, 
“but he is my uncle and has entrusted 
me with the stock that I might make this 
venture and repay him later.” “That 
may be very true,” said the man, “but 
before I can atcept it you must have his 
letter of transfer, showing that you are 
really entitled to dispose of the stock.” 

If we will read with the first Scripture 
passage of our lesson, Romans 12: 1 and 2, 
also 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, it will help 
us see why we are to present our bodies 
a living sacrifice unto God. It is because 
we are not our own, for we are “bought 
with a price.” We really have no right 
to make an “investment” of our lives, 
because they do not belong to us, they 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who 
bought us once and for all on Calvary, 
and paid the price of his own life for us. 


So then Paul-tells us not to invest our 
lives, but to present them as a living sac- 
rifice unto God. This does not mean 
that we must strive to be a martyr. It 
means that we must live for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Nor does it mean that we shall live 
a life of asceticism, shut up in some mon- 
astery or nunnery; but it does mean that 
because we belong to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and have acknowledged his lord- 
ship, we will go to him for direction for 
every step of the way. 

And notice that the presenting of  our- 
selves as a living sacrifice does not carry 
with it any thought of gain. When we 
invest in something we naturally are 
thinking of the profit we are going to 
get. But our presentation to Christ is 
for a different reason, it is our “reason- 
able service.” 

On the other hand, it is true that if 
we let the Lord Jesus Christ have his 
way with us he will invest our lives in 
things that are worth while, and that 
will bring to us far more lasting jo 
than anything we can possibly think of. 


we 

Often folks hold back from the Lord 
Jesus Christ the right to invest their lives 
for fear he will send them to the mis- 
sion field, without realizing that he in- 
vests men and women in every honest and 
rightful business in the world. But, as 
a_well-known Bible teacher has put it, 
“If Christ is not Lord of all, he is not 
Lord at all.” And so if we are not will- 
ing that the Lord Jesus Christ should 
send us to the foreign field we are hold- 
ing back from him that unqualified alle- 
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giance and devotion that makes it im- 
possible for him to invest us anywhere. 
In thinking of letting the Lord Jesus 
Christ invest your life for you, have you 
ever read Psalm 37:4, 5, “Delight. thy- 
self also in the Lord; and he shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart. Commit 
thy way unto the Lord; trust. also in 
him, and he shall bring it to pass.” He 
will not only fulfil the desires of . our 
hearts, but he will put the right desires 
into our hearts. Could there be any 
greater guarantee of happiness and suc- 
cess in the truest sense of that word? 


we 

A young woman who had yielded her 
life to God heard a call to work in a 
city mission among the colored children. 
She was a Southerner by birth, and had 
long been conscious of an inborn aver- 
sion to dealing with the colored race. To 
her it seemed almost impossible that the 
Lord should be able to use her in such a 
work, and yet she told him if he was 
willing to use her she was in his hands 
to be used. Her testimony to-day is that 
the Lord not only kept her from dislik- 
ing the colored folks, but that he has 


; actually put a love in her heart for them, 
| which before she would have said was 
: impossible. 


Am I trying to invest something which 
does not belong to me, by deciding what I 
shall do with my life? 


Am I willing to let the Lord Jesus Christ 
invest my life? 


Is there anything in me hindering his in- 
vestment? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Gye Fanday School Times 


Philadelphia, May 23, 1925 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 


$1.50 — or more copies, either 


Oo separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year, 


$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies [¢ss than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 

_In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

When the subscription rates for The Sun- 
day School Times for the United States were 
advanced a few years ago, the Canadian rates 
were not advanced, although United States 
publications in general have long been ac- 
customed to ask their Canadian subscribers 
to meet the extra cost of the higher periodi- 
cal postage rate charged by the Canadian 
Post Office on United States publications. 

On account of war and post-war conditions, 
and the adverse rate of exchange, the sub- 
scription rates of The: Sunday School Times 
for Canada were maintained at the same fig- 
ure as the rates for the United States. 

But the postage on each Canadian annual 
subscription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage on 
a subscription delivered in the United States 
while the Company receives from Canadian 
subscribers, only the same amount as that 
paid by United States subscribers. 

This extra postage amounts to such a con- 
siderable figure when multiplied by the thou- 
sands of Canadian subscriptions on our list 
that, in the light of these facts, we believe 
our Canadian friends will not wish us to con- 
tinue to assume the cost of this additional 
postage, which, however, is not a large 
amount for any one subscriber, or Sunday- 
school. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
-now receivable at the present rate plus 25 
cents for postage. That is, the Canadian 
club subscription price, becomes $1.75 a year, 
and the single subscription, $2.25 a yéar. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
s0 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $a each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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The Bible Cross Word Puzzle = 


HE editors will be glad to consider cross word puzzles submitted by readers, if ® e, @ 

sent exclusively. to The Sunday School Times, and if made to consist chiefly of Vacation Opportunities 

words found in the Bible (it is doubtless impracticable to limit the words exclusively ; 

to the Bible). Puzzles rectangular in shape are preferred, and not too long or 

elaborate. bail payment will be made for all that are accepted. UNDER AUSPICES OF THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Manuscripts should be addressed to “Cross Word Puzzle Editor, The Sunday Christians wishing to take their vacations where they can build up both physically and 

School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.” If their return is desired in case spiritually will do well to secure the ‘Summer Auractions’’ bu = of The Moody 

they are not accepted, a stamped and addressed return envelope should be enclosed. Bible Institute which illustrates and gives details concerning the eight attractions 








named below. 
Special Summer Course at the Institute, July 7-31 


| 2 1s Ss 6 v4 8 |9 10 Des Moines, lowa, June 14-21 Hendersonville, N. C., July 26-August 9. 
Eagles Mere, Pa., July 11-20. Ocean City, N. J., August 5-16. 

Cedar Lake, Ind., July 19-August 2. Colorado Springs, Colo., August 16-30. 
il 12 13 i+ Montrose Ministerial Institute at Montrose, Pa., July 20-30. 


- 























The list of speakers contains the names of such noted Christian leaders as James M. 
Gray, John McNeill, Wm. P. White, R. A. Torrey, Henry Ostrom, J. C. Massee, 

16 " k=) George E. Guille, Harold Paul Sloan, J. A. Sutherland, Thornton Whaling, J. E. 
IS 7 faderquist, C. E. Hurlburt, Pastor (D. H.) Dolman, J. Richie Smith, C. H. Woolston, 
§ L. S. Keyser, Louis Entzminger, H. A. Ironside. 


























19 20 To secure the illustrated bulletin mentioned above address The Moody Bible Institute, Box S, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago, Iil., and: mention which attraction you are particularly interested in, 
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| St | Pearl’s Secret Mrs. thine Taylor 


HE true story of a 

very real and lovable 
little girl in far-away 
China, whom other little 
girls ought to know. They 
will be interested in the 
strange places and cus- 
toms that Pear) knew in 
her Chinese home, and 
they will enjoy her games 
and her happyways. They 
will see, too, that even a 
very short life may bea 
great blessing to others. 
And what Pearl’s secret 
was they can learn when 
they read the little book 
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The white spaces are to be filled with letters forming words that answer to the 
ip definitions given below. The first letter of each word is indicated by a number in 
We the white squares. The number of white squares extending either to the right or 
y ' down from any numbered square tells you the number of letters in the word. Most 

of the words, but not necessarily all, are in the Bible. It might be well to fill in, in 























| ° . . . 
both directions, such words as you are sure of. These will give you hints as to ——————————————— about her. 75 inal 
other words that you do not know or are uncertain about. Pearl, on the see-saw at Kuling cents, postpaid. 
ACROSS 20:—Mistakes THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
" : : : : 21.—Rewards : ‘ 
ee pe eee & Oe Sp 23.—Merit ea 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
7.—Grandson of Adam (variant) —s Night (abbreviation) , 
11.—A high priest ee ire 
12.—Exist .—Christ’s command to his disciples , 
14.—A luminary 28.—Mountain (abbreviation) : — 
15.—A theological degree 33-—Man’s first home 
16.—Beasts of burden in Bible lands 34—Well (Latin) | 
18.—Preposition . : 35.—What Christ is able to do for sinners 
19.—A Jew pledged to a life of purity 37-—Tribe of giants (singular) ‘ 
a—) cenern woman’s name fly 4 the ae, . ) 
a2.—Simple 39.—Ancient capitol of Persia 4 
ee Ancient captea Do You Understand the B 
king of Bashan 43-—The object of God’s love Oo ou n ers an e oO cy 
me Soasuire tn Paul's ti n> (abbreviation) 
.—A Roman emperor in Paul’s time 7.—Exclamat | P . 
30.—Negative A _ : Here’s a book that will help you “get next” to those lively 
— efense A . 
34—Accomplished nswer to Last Week's Puzzle fellows—short talks to illustrate the lessons, and for straight 


34.—Storehouse 
36.—A quality of God’s mercy 
40.—Preposition , 
42.—A substance which hardens causing ob- 
jects to adhere 

43-—A Greek letter 
4g-—Girivs 
46.—Precise 
47-—Possesses 

_ 48.—Isaac’s favorite son : 
49.—New Testament book (abbreviation) 


reading—alike useful to teacher and superintendent. 


rll: BOY-TALKS 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD 
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Mig are as simple as A BC, practical and direct—as 


so—-Seene of Christ’s first miracle talks to boys ay to be. At the same time, they deal with 
AS the great, deep things of life. He gets the point of contact 


1 2.—Age 
3A Biblical battlefield 
| ir: South American capital 
.~Above 


at the start.”— Wade C. Smith (The Say-Fellows man). 


“The love of home, the spray of the ocean, the smell 


8—An English possession (abbreviation) ° ° P 
of the woods, the clear air of the mountains, the thnil of 


9.—Away . 2 
q 10.—WhHat Christ makes our sins resemble 














ee AIA heroism, the spirit of missions, the wonders of science, 
13.— i i $s jour- ” ° ‘ ° 

| Ae sae. RIR and the beauty of friendship pervade this book.” — Lutheran, 

i] 10. Fer aining 9° car on 

( 17.—A fin. Bigs Christian other than un- MIE IN $1.50, postpaid. 

{ i9.—The kind of road the Christian must TIHLY MIE 


travel 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 'CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 








A new Bible Cross Word Puzzle and the solution of this week’s puzzle will be 
published in next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times. P 
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Dr. R. A. Torrey’e New Book 


THE POWER OF PRAYER 
AND 
THE PRAYER OF POWER 


*« Should be in the hands of every Christian in 
America.’’—S. S. Times. $1.75 


F. H. Revell Co., 158 Sth Ave., N.Y. 17 .N. Wabash Ave,.Chicage 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 


RETAIN YOUR INCOME 


WHILE YOUR CAPITAL HELPS 
TO EVANGELIZE THE WORLD 


The Annuity Bonds of the National Bible Insti- 
tute are a guarantee of absolute safety and 
regularity of income. 


For rates and detailed information address 
The National Bible Institute 
330-348 West 55th Street, New York City 




















Are you ‘‘ keeping up’’ 
with your boy ? 
Here is help. 


Father and Son 


By Pui.ie E, Howarp 
CONTENTS 
Preparing for Fatherhood. 
The First Few Years. 
When He Joins “ The Bunch.” 
His Bookshelf. 
Taking Him Into Your Confidence 
What Guests Shall He Meet? 
His Religion. 
The Girl Problem. 
His Schooling. 
His Life Work. 
Breaking Home Ties. 
- A BOOK THAT SHOULD BE 
IN EVERY FATHER’S HANDS. 
$1, postpaid. 
Tue Sunpay ScHooL Times COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 














Would you like to read a book 
by a man who wrote the fol- 
lowing in a letter to a friend? 


‘*I wish that I could have a talk with 
you and let you know something of my 
experience. After eighteen months of 
dreary seeking after something better 
than I enjoyed, there came the greatest 
moment ir my life, except the time of 
my conversion, when in a prayer-meet- 
ing I accepted the fulness of the Spirit, 
by faith. God confirmed this to me in 











a most striking manner, by the conver- 


sion of six persons the following day... 
In my anxiety to know the whole truth 
I read diligently the works of such saints 
as Guyon, Grou, and Juliana of Norwich. 
These writers all urged to readers to 
descend constantly to deeper depths of 
death. This led me into bondage, and 
I came to see that I had returned to the 
old task of making myself better (or 
rather trying to do so), Then I found 
that there could be no rest except in the 
finished work of Jesus; that if I died 
with Christ there could be no other 
death to sin and self.” 


The results of his study of God's 
Word and of his personal experience 
of death and resurrection in Christ 
are given in a remarkable volume, 
*‘Reigning in Life,’’ by J. E. Harrison. 

In handsome cloth binding, 212 
pages, $1.50, from The Sunday School 


For Family Worship | 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.’’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's dance and biessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


July 2 to 4 


OTE the dates: Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday, July 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th. Shortly after the “three days’ 
prayer gatherings” of last December, a 
Baptist layman of South Dakota told the 
writer what great blessing he and others 
had experienced the year before in ob- 
serving the “Fourth” as a day of inter- 
cession, This suggested a mid-year “three 
days’” united prayer season, ending in a 
whole day of prayer, July 4th of the 
present year. Then came soon after this 
from Pastor O. R. Palmer of Philadel- 
phia, one of the most encouraging letters 
we have ever read, quoting a_ paragraph 
from the Rev. Henry L. Hellyer, di- 
rector of the Christian Testimony to 
Jews, who has been traveling in Europe 
and who wrote from Berlin as follows: 
“You will be pleased to know that 
teachers and students entered most heart- 
ily into the spirit of the special appeal 
for a three days’ waiting upon God be- 
fore the old year came to a close. I at- 
tended some of the meetings and it sim- 
ply thrilled my heart again and again 
to see and feel the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit in our midst. I am 
confident that the Lord has created all 
over the world, in those three days of the 
old year, such a pare link and spiritual 
oneness among God’s people as will be 
more than difficult for Satan to frustrate 
or overcome, It is up to us now by God’s 
grace to maintain unceasingly this fel- 
lowship, uninterruptedly, until we see the 
Holy Spirit working in mighty power in 
revival of the whole body of Christ and 
in the spread of the Gospel e’er the com- 
ing of our blessed Lord.” (Italics ours.) 


Shall we not pray earnestly at every 


may be wisely observed in all parts of the 
world? 


June 1 to 7 


“Thy prayers and thine alms” (v. 4): 


the latter manward; two hemispheres of 


other. 


troduction, 


ernoon | 
and Friday, and for all-day meetings on 
Saturday, 

Tues.—Acts 10:9-16. The Vision of Peter. 


Here again we see “two hemispheres,” 
the two hemispheres of God’s wonderful 
plan affecting strategically two lives at 
a critical juncture, and innumerable lives 
thereafter. It takes something more than 
the fulness of the Spirit to rid a man of 
an intense prejudice, but God’s resources, 
as on this occasion, are inexhaustible, and 
the evidence overwhelming. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray that vision 
may be given in our day to many an other- 
wise acceptable preacher or servant of 
God. Has God’s vision come To you, dear 
reader? Deo vou see the great, whitened 
harvest fields .f the world awaiting the 
Gospel sickle? Pray! 
Wed.—Acts 16 : 17-23. 

Cornelius Sends for Peter. 


Four days before, neither man was 





Times Company, Philadelphia. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


family altar that the “three days” in July 


Mon.—Acts 10: 1-8. The Vision of Cornelius. 


faith and works; the former Godward, 


a God-fearing life; neither one complete 
without the other. The absence of either 
indicates the spiritual superficiality of the 
Cornelius, “being in the way” as 
far as he had light, God was leading him. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Re-read the In- 
and BEGIN TO-DAY making 
these “three days” in July a subject of 
earnest prayer. Plan tf possible for aft- 
or evening meetings Thursday 


though both were praying men. If the 
divine preparation is lacking for any God- 
ordained service, all other preparation is 
useless. But when God calls and man 
obeys, God equips. God never sends any 
messenger of his on a fool’s errand, 


PRAYER Succestions: A Presbyterian 
missionary was preaching recently in a 
Persian town. Crowds gathered. After 
two or three hours he stopped. “Go on,” 
cried his Mohammedan hearers. “I must 
stop, I am tired.” “Tired?” his hearers 
shouted, “TIRED? Are YOU more TIRED 
than WE are HUNGRY?” (PRAY?!) 


Thurs.—Acts 10 : 34-43. : 
Opening the Door to the Gentiles. 


Read the preceding verse: would that 
every audience were a God-hearing audi- 
ence and every preacher a God-commis- 
sioned preacher, as in this case. In verse 
35, note the words: not “in every relig- 
ton,” but “in every nation.” How often 
these words are distorted to give an un- 
authorized meaning ! 


Prayer Suacestions: The Presbyte- 
rian missionary went on preaching —in 
that town, and in other towns. “Persia,” 
he declares, “is wide open to the Gospel 
of our crucified and risen Christ.” But 
where are the laborers? -Do you catch 
the vision? Pray YE! 


Fri—Acts 10: 44-48. The Holy Spirit Given. 


Review the important incidents in this 
chapter, noting their logical succession, 
and their glorious culmination in to-day’s 
reading. Prepared of the Spirit as Peter 
was for this final great event, yet it must 
have brought to him a new revelation 
of the-far deeper meaning of his own 
words (ch. 2: 39, last clause) spoken on 
the day of Pentecost. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Peter’s vision 
took in the whole world, Jew and Gen- 
tile. As you bow at the family altar, 
or in your private prayer closet, ask 
the Holy Spirit to show you the value 
of a human soul; your loved one’s soul, 
your neighbor’s, your “enemy's” YouR 
Own; the unevangelized souls of unnum- 
bered millions at home and abroad, both 
Jews and Genttles, 


Sat.--Acts 11:1-18, Peter’s Explanation. 


Three unusual things combined to make 
Peter’s “explanation” overwhelmingly 
convincing: The character of the inci- 
dents; of the outcome; and of the nar- 
rator himself, a highly respected apostle 
whose intense prejudice had been com- 
pletely overcome and whose candor and 
earnestness drove irresistible conviction 
to his hearers. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Asso- 
ciation, its annual conference, its speakers, 
its literature; also for all state associa- 
tions and workers. Pray for all Satur- 
day night prayer-meetings, and for to- 
morrow s Gospel services everywhere. 
Sun.—Isaiah 61:1-9. The Glorious Prophecy. 


A “glorious prophecy” indeed, but re- 
lating primarily to the future Kingdom 
age rather than to the present Church 
age. Verses 1 and 2 point to -Christ, the 
two advents blending in one view; and 
verses 3 to 9 describe some of the events 
following “the day of vengeance,” which 
Yday is the tribulation period yet to come, 
but possibly even now “at the door.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that inter- 
cession may not lag during the summer. 
The mind and body may need a “vaca- 
tion,” but never the prayer hour. If you 
move out of your prayer closet, the Devil 
will move into your life. A single day's 
vacation may prove fatal. This is what 
has long ailed the Church. PRAYER SUP- 
PLEMENTAL MEANS PRACTISE. DETRIMEN- 







(Lesson for June 7) MAY 23, 1925 


A New Song Book for All Uses 
Non- into two groups: 
Simei gr every service season, and 
will everybody in thechurch as‘ Greatest 
Will Send TODAY for copy P 
‘a Tried. 

















197 SELECTIONS—20c THE COPY 


Hymns of the Living Gospel, No. 3 


Nothing like it. Hymns for thé Church—B8o of them; 
Gospel songs—30 new _ and st own favorites; 
Invitation Byans: Responsive Readings; Worshi 
Services for Sabbath Schools prepared by Rev. EK. H. 


NSALL, JR., Sup’t Young People’s Division Penn- 
sylvania State S. S. Association. igh-grade but not 
expensive, $15.00 the hundred. returnable 


sample, 


Mr. Superintendent ! 


Buy Magnificat ”” for your Sunday School and your 
** musical” troubles are at an . The “ New 
Idea,” found only in ‘‘ Magnificat,” the “Orders of 
Worship,” complete with music, the 2: departments, 
the orchestration (rz instruments), and the unequalled 
collection of Songs, Hymns, an ai Selections, 
provide a storehouse of treasures. d for a return- 
able copy and examine it. $30.00, $35.00, $40.00, 
$45.00, according to binding. 


HALL-MACK C@., 2ist and Arch Sts,, Philadelphia 








THE PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World's 
Great Paintings. Size, 54% x8. 
TWO CENTS EACH 

for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
25 Art Subjects or 25 on Life 

Shrist,or five rox12 size re- 
li jects. No two alike. 

for 15 cent 


D4-page Catalogue 
ts incoin or stamps 
The Per 
Box 96,  Mazven, Mass. 


Pictures Co. 
KS) eGo 
; are used ia thousands of schoots, 
churches and hospitals. This line 
of lanterns, for slides andopaque 
objeots — for in day- 
light as well as in the dark —is 

the most complete in the world. 























‘ Write for Catalog 
Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. 





BRON ZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free . 
Ino. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), S56 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Piates,etc. 


{Globe Furniture Company, (ras. mctinn | 


























When answering advertisements, please 
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mention The Sunday School Times. 





SYNTHETIC BIBLE STUDIES 


A Complete Bible Study. Course, Affording a 
Comprehensive View of the Whole Scriptures 


By James M. Gray, Dean of Moody Bible Institute 


An outline study of each book of the Bible, with suggestions for sermons, 
addresses, and Bible expositions, by a Master in Scripture analysis. 


‘* Any one wishing 
this book. It is admirable, evangelical, 


help in Scripture study can do no better than purchase 


accurate.”"— Watchwerd and Truth. 


348 pages. Only $2.25, postpaid 





ready for this important meeting, al- 


a a a 
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